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Dear Members of the Livingston Parish Council:

The ACLU of Louisiana has learmed that [ivingston Parish has adopted an ordinance,
Section 11-10, that regulates the time and date of trick-or-treating, specifying a time period and a
date during which “trick or freat” will be held. Section 1-8 of the Livingston Parish Code of
Ordinances provides a penalty of a fine of no more than $500 or up to 30 days in jail for a
violation of this provision. In other words, a resident of unincorporated Livingston Parish who
chooses to take children trick-or-treating outside the specified time periods risks jail time for
doing so.

This letter is to advise you that regulations of this sort violate the First Amendment of the
Constitution of the United States and Article 1. Section 9 of Louisiana Constitution, both of
which provide for rights of free assembly. Neither Livingston Parish nor any other governmental
body may prohibit anyone from ringing someone else's doorbell at any time for any legitimate
purpose, nor may the government prohibit anyone from giving “ireats” to visitors at any time,
Simply put, the residents of Livingston Parish have the Constitutional right to ring doorbells on
any date they choose asking for treats, and have the right to receive visitors and give them treats
at any time.



(2)

Halloween is a part of a long religious tradition, both Celtic and Christian. Linked with
the November | commemoration of All Saints' Day, it is a reflection of a religious respect for the
dead. For many, the date of Halloween cannot be altered any more than can the date of
Christmas, because it is a religious evenl. I'm sure you know that the First Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution, as well as Article I Section 8 of the Louisiana Constitution, prohibit any
government inferference in the frec cxercise of religion — and that includes regulating the date on
which a religious event is commemorated. No one in Livingston Parish should fear jail time for
honoring a religious holiday on its officially designated daie.

As elected officials, you have sworn to uphold the laws of the United States and of the
State of Louisiana. Those laws include the obligation to respect the right to visit homes at the
time and for the purpose of an individual's choosing, and to celebrate religious holidays without
fear of prosecution. We urge you to repeal Section 11-10 of the Livingston Parish Code of
Ordinances and, if it is not possible to do so before October 31, 2010, to issue a proclamation
banning the enforcement of that provision until repeal.

Please feel fiee to contact me 1f you have any questions.

Marjorie R, Esman
Executive Director



