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DECLARATION OF SANDRA HARRIS

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C.§ 1746, I hereby declare as follows:

1. My name is Sandra Harris. [ was born on March 6, 1969, and I have lived in New
Orleans, Louisiana my whole life. My son, Eric Harris, was shot and killed by police
officers in Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, on February 8, 2016.

2. My family and I, including my children and my young grandchildren, went to the
protests in Baton Rouge on July 10, 2016 to demand justice for the killing of my son.

3. We joined the march to the state Capitol. After that march ended, my family and I
went to McDonald’s near the protests for a bit. Then, we met up with people who had left
the Capitol and continued to protest the police.

4, When we arrived, the protest was peaceful. There were police officers there, and they
were letting the protesters gather and chant at them.

5. The police were wearing all black and face masks. They had a lot of armor on. I saw
that the police had at least an armored truck, a regular truck, and a big vehicle for
transporting people that they arrested.

6. Then, it seemed like all of a sudden, the police started yelling that we were going to
jail, and people started running. | became really afraid for my little grandchildren.

7. 1began to run away as fast as [ could. I was crying and my nose was running. [ was
having trouble breathing, too. T have asthma and a heart condition, so it was very scary
for me. It was so hard to run away when I couldn’t breathe, but I was really afraid for my
grandchildren. So [ ran all the way back to McDonald’s.

8. We went inside the McDonald’s along with a lot of the crowd from the protest. When
we were going through the door, I looked back, and the police had knocked down a white
woman who was behind us trying to get into the McDonald’s parking lot. They choked
her and threw her into a police vehicle. It happened very quickly, and there was a group
of police who snatched her. They were all wearing gas masks, but later on, [ think I saw
one of them take his gas mask off. He was a kind of short, white man. I think I got a good
view of him.

9. We stayed at McDonald’s for about two hours. [t was about 8:30 when we left to go
home. There were still so many police around the McDonald’s, and we were really scared
that they were going to arrest us. So we kept saying, “we just want to go to our car.” We
told them that we just wanted to go home, and, thanktully, they let us walk past them
without being harassed.

10. It has been so hard for me since my son died. [ cannot sleep because I see him in my
dreams, and 1 am not eating well. It’s not right that we cannot get justice for my son.
That’s why I protest. Every week, we hold a vigil in New Orleans for my son. Even
though I am sick, and I feel weak and scared, I am stilf going to go out there every week.
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11. But I am too afraid to return to Baton Rouge. I was so scared the entire time. We
didn’t come to get arrested. We didn’t come to get killed. We just came to protest and to

get justice for Eric. They treated us so badly.

12. It’s not right that the police just started harassing us like that. I just want them to
hurry up and arrest the officers that killed my son. We're just waiting for justice.

Executed on this 12th day of July 2016.

o1 <.

ndra Harris

2of2



Case 3:16-cv-00463-JWD-RLB Document 2-6 07/13/16 Page 4 of 20

Exhibit T



Case 3:16-cv-00463-JWD-RLB Document 2-6 07/13/16 Page 5 of 20

by O oo “r<\”u’\(h Loy
C\eC\cu(e S8 \\mulw of P(\Q\M % o

Nl puncd
Q Wﬁ W\ %’vcdres___

RANY h;u@-
Mrox g S\—umu‘\}v s eue v
Cocelx o

T oue b folowing S¥odement
posed on .PL(&DV“)C«&_\ Y.Q\Q\,QLQC,\OQ .

T ooy 2 %{@ﬁs A,

T prodeEToes wa e 00 e
e O Yw coacls IY0SY weae
COud o Ye voadd Sowe were
A0 Slhe S QQ\. TG OO STIDNS
e N Nf‘\f LD N S

_‘\>\J b\)Lf\ﬂ JtaT e 5{3@\\& LQ/\(U XCQLM.
AN YW VL*\J\\L ~\ SUP) L)

) %bw WO, el QA»\\Q() \p&\ {“6
U C,\.@OL( o |

'_LUQ LUQYQ Caotn) C\ \J\k(}
l@ &ﬁ;\)fe( bQ \(Jk,df “““"XK\/&(&

O uote
It N ATAY




Case 3:16-cv-00463-JWD-RLB Document 2-6 07/13/16 Page 6 of 20

Ong \’\f‘“\(\m GOV e CONQUE .
Prcihes ot Tl e
\\ ¢ DoWee 3 V(¢ aC\ A(&"UL\\ DS s C\f\b Ok,
Cnu e Wt (”Y YLy Qe 10D
S L,B(u (\ Wik o0 e Cg\.if )

TV o0s G0 paa
O SLWIORT a0 uowo u\cwo_
aJD  DOReN  Geshux©.

e X L}} Gt us . SO
Co OO &j&“{x v's ”\ ey Glool
L \ Cul M els VY \«Lx.\ |
GG e ULAS }\CS\ STV Gy es Sy
oy B:L UOOS N\WOE TRSTISYMNG
VO CALSe Y. woae on e |
C\ Ty \C\@ :

AV \xz G oo IOy EYLS
Lot waer Ty O B o LS :
\)( CIY)ESDOY,




Case 3:16-cv-00463-JWD-RLB Document 2-6 07/13/16 Page 7 of 20

Exhibit U



Case 3:16-cv-00463-JWD-RLB Document 2-6 07/13/16 Page 8 of 20

DECLARATION OF MAX GELLER

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C.§ 1746, I hereby declare as follows:

L.

2.

My name is Max Geller. My date of birth is January 2, 1984.

1 went to Baton Rouge to protest the homicide of Alton Sterling and systemic
police brutality experienced by people of color in the United States.

I was on the corner of France and Government Streets when the police and state
troopers started marching down the street. We locked arms and a mass of police
broke ranks and charged at us. I remember being overwhelmed by the cops who
were swinging wildly at us. | then remember being dragged by the police, many
of whom were on top of me and shouting, “stop resisting” to which I replied, “I’m
not resisting. I’'m just really scared.”

It was really significant that pinning me to the ground in this way was exactly
what happened to Alton Sterling, which is why we were protesting in the first
place.

This pinning took place in front of the sound truck.

The police then dragged me behind the sound truck. Then, I remember a blow to
my head with something hard and cold. I think it was the butt of a rifle, but I am
not 100% sure. Then I blacked out.

The next thing I knew [ was dragged around two corners to the main street. I was
bleeding pretty badly and so the police called paramedics. The paramedic the
police got seemed really invested in talking me out of going to the hospital. The
paramedics would not give me advice or tell me if I had a concussion. Part of the
paramedics trying to talk me out of going to the hospital was telling me that I did
not need stitches, but I ended up needing two. It did not seem like they were
neutral parties but part of the police apparatus.

I was transported to the hospital in an ambulance with a police car trailing behind
us. Throughout my intake with doctors, two police officers were present and
lingering. It made the process more stressful because I was trying to tell the
doctors what happened so I could receive medical care, but the police kept
interrupting me and saying that those things didn’t happen. I was never told
anything. I never even learned | was diagnosed with a concussion until I was
released today because the doctors only communicated to the police and the
police didn’t communicate to me. I was handcuffed the whole time at the hospital
including during my cat scan.

I was never told what 1 was arrested for. I never was mirandized. I didn’t even
find out my charges until I was released. I didn’t even get finger printed or ID’d
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until I was about to be released.

10. This made me fearful I was going to be lost in the system since that was such a
different experience from that of the other people I was locked up with.

11. While in a holding cell, people were clapping for people getting released and the
deputies responded by macing the entire holding cell. Never having an
opportunity to know what I was charged with and not being made aware of what
the booking process was or how long I would be held for but still strip searched
and transferred into general population was terrifying.

12. I was scared that I wasn’t in the system so I would not be able to get out. Three
different times I asked to see a doctor because the overhead light in the cell was
bothering me and making me more nauseous. [ was denied every time. I didn’t
see a nurse until around noon of July 11, 2016.

13. There were also a number of gender queer people who were traumatized by the
strip search, the gender of the people searching them, and which gender
population they were put into. They had no say in any of this.

14. I have plans to return to future marches, vigils, protests and rallies in Baton Rouge
against police brutality, But the behavior by the police on July 10, 2016 and my
subsequent experience in the jail has had a chilling effect on whether I will
return. The police blocking the sidewalks and other public places, and their
violence toward protesters in attempts to disperse them are deterring me from
returning. I do not want to be beaten again, or subjected to the treatment I
received while incarcerated after my arrest.

15. I am rightfully upset by the homicide of Alton Sterling. I want to be able to
lawfully express my concerns and opinions as guaranteed by the First
Amendment of the United States Constitution. I also do not want to be illegally
detained, searched, beaten and arrested like I was on July 10, 2016.

16. I am concerned that because of the political speech that I plan to express should I
return, that [ will be subject to such violations of my constitutional rights as
described above by the different law enforcement agencies in Baton Rouge.

17. As such, I would like to see this Court enjoin these agencies from further activity
that violates the public’s right to free speech and lawful assembly.

18. I declare under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct.

2of2

Executed on this 12th day of July 2016.
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF
LOUISIANA

American Civil Liberties Union of Louisiana;
Louisiana Chapter of the National Lawyers’ Guild;
New Orleans Workers® Center for Racial Justice;
Black Youth Project 100,

Plaintiffs,
~Vg-
City of Baton Rouge; Baton Rouge Police CIVIL ACTION
Department; Carl Dabadie, Jr., in his official capacity NO.:

as Chief of the Baton Rouge Police Department;
Louisiana State Police; Louisinana Department of
Public Safety; Col. Michael Edmonson, in his official
capacity as Superintendent of the Louisiana State Motion for
Police; East Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Department; Sid

Tempora
J. Gautreaux 1L, in his official capacity as Sheriffof | pogttairict, o or
the East Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Department; Jeff and Preliminary
Landry, in his official capacity as Attorney General Injunection
of the State of Louisiana; Kip Holden in his official
capacity as the Mayor-President of East Baton Rouge Oral A .
Parish; Hillar C. Moore, I, in his official capacity as Regue;t‘gzme"

District Attorney for East Baton Rouge Parish;
Department of Public Safety (Louisiana State Police)

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF TABITHA HUGHES

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C.§ 1746, I hereby declare as follows:

1. My name is Tabitha Hughes. I live in Baton Rouge. 1 marched in peaceful
protests and saw police arrest people who were following orders and behaving
peacefully. It looked like the police were trying to start everything; the protesters
were the only ones working to stay peaceful.

2. On Friday, July 8, 2016, between 8 and 9 p.m., | went to the gas station near
Goodwin Boulevard and Airline Highway. People were preparing to march. The
police ordered us to stay on the grass or the sidewalk, but because of the large
crowds it was easy for you to make a mistake and step into the street. Police were
waiting for you to step into the street by accident and grabbed you when you did.
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3. In front of the gas station, | saw one black woman in her late twenties or early
thirties step just barely into the street to move around a crowd of people; police
pulled this woman’s arm around her back and arrested her.

4, 1saw a white man get arrested while he was sitting on the grass by the gas station,
doing nothing. Police just walked up to him, even though he was sitting on the
grass, and arrested him.

5. I left before the march started, because I didn’t want to get arrested.

6. On Saturday July 9, 2016, a little after 9 p.m., I came back to Airline Highway at
Goodwood Boulevard to march. We walked on the pavement at first because we
didn’t know that we had to walk on the grass. We were very calm, but the police
were very nasty and talked to us like robots.

7. The police started yelling “Get on the grass! Get on the grass!” We started
moving towards the grass, but less than a minute after they told us to move on the
grass, police grabbed a white man in front of me from behind, surprising him, and
threw him to the ground. He didn’t even have time to move over.

8. Around this time I heard that my daughter, Yakeista Hughes, had been arrested.

9, People started running and saying that they might teargas us. Ididn’t feel like 1
should have to run, so [ walked. 1 got back into my car. A news reporter who
was parked near me told me to roll up my windows because I had children in the
car and they might teargas us. I was scared, so I left.

Executed on this 12th day of July 2016.

 Je DA

Tabatha Hughes
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF
LOUISIANA

American Civil Liberties Union of Louisiana;
Louisiana Chapter of the National Lawyers’ Guild;
New QOrleans Workers” Center for Racial Justice;
Black Youth Project 100,

Plaintiffs,
Y-
City of Baton Rouge; Baton Rouge Police CIVIL ACTION
Department; Carl Dabadie, Jr., in his official capacity NO.:

as Chief of the Baton Rouge Police Department;
Louisiana State Police; Louisinana Department of
Public Safety; Col. Michael Edmonson, in his official
capacity as Superintendent of the Louisiana State Motion f
Police; East Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Department; Sid otion for

T
J. Gautreaux IlI, in his official capacity as Sheriff of R:l;:ll,):i::;;}; Order
the East Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Department; Jeff and Preliminary
Landry, in his official capacity as Attorney General Injunction
of the State of Louisiana; Kip Holden in his official
capacity as the Mayor-President of East Baton Rouge Oral A ¢
Parish; Hillar C. Moore, I, in his official capacity as Rggu e Srg;men

District Attorney for East Baton Rouge Parish;
Department of Public Safety (Louisiana State Police)

Defendants,

DECLARATION OF YAKEISTA HUGHES

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C.§ 1746, I hereby declare as follows:
1. My name is Yakeista Hughes. I am sixteen years old.
2. Ataround 9 p.m. on Saturday, July 9, 2016, I went to the intersection of Goodwin
Boulevard and Airline Highway to march in protest. I walked with three people

who I did not know well, one of whom was named Coco.

3. We were walking on the grass towards [-12. As we walked, we heard police say
*“we should just grab them now.”
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4. Coco began speaking with three police officers: a short while male with a hat on,
and two taller black men. The short white officer was extremely antagonistic,
getting in our faces and yelling: “Go home, y’all don’t know what you’re
protesting for, we should just grab them.” Another officer who was olderand ina
different colored shirt told the short white officer to back off, saying, “Y all
shouldn’t be talking to them.”

5. Later, as we walked down the grass on Airline Highway, Coco and I became
separated because I was looking for my cousin. Near the bowling alley on
Airline, I heard police yell “1, 2, 3, let’s get them!” The fifteen to twenty police
who were standing in the middle of Airline charged the protestors standing on the
grass, grabbing anybody they could, dragging them onto the highway, and
arresting them. Repeatedly, I heard police yell: “Grab anybody you can get.” All
the protestors who [ saw arrested had been standing on the grass.

6. I watched them arrest a young, light-skinned woman named Jordan. Jordan had
stopped running to help up an old man who had fallen down. Two or three police
officers grabbed Jordan by both arms and threw her onto the ground. Jordan still
has bruises on her left arm.

7. 1also saw police grab a Black man with a beard and drag him towards the
pavement. As police did this, that man’s wife, whose name is Irene Johnson,
grabbed onto her husband. Police arrested both of them on the grass though they
hadn’t done anything.

8. I started running on the grass and then I ran back across the street. The short
white police officer with the hat from earlier came up and said, “You’re the one
I've been looking for.” He yelled, “Let’s fight, let’s go, this is what y’all wanted,
lets fight,” and raised his arms as though to fight. He didn’t try to arrest or stop
me, but seemed like he was trying to provoke me to fight him. I said, “I’m just
out here looking for my cousin. He has autism, I don’t want him out here by
himself.”

9. The short white officer grabbed my shirt and by my shirt slung me onto the
ground. A tall black male officer approached and pinned me with his knee to my
back. The short white officer grabbed me by my hair and began dragging me
across the grass by my hair while the other officer still pinned me with his knee to
my back. Still holding me by my hair, he began repeatedly picking my head up
and pounding it into the ground. I still have grass in my hair. A third officer
pinned my arms down.

10. At no point did I resist or try to resist. The second officer picked me to my feet. [
asked the short white officer for his name and badge number. This man covered
his badge with his forearm, and said “I’m not giving that bitch anything, Idon’t
have to give you shit. Get her out of here.” He then asked about Coco, “Where
your friend at cause I want her too?” He kept calling me a bitch. The tall black
officer then took me to the bus.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

While on the way to the bus, we walked through a group of police officers. A tall,
white police officer approached and asked me, “Do you see that guy over

there?” He repeated the question several times; [ ignored him. Finally, I asked
“What guy?” He responded, “These nuts,” pointing to his crotch. The crowd of
police laughed. This is a popular sexual joke here.

On the bus, I joined 38 other arrestees (1 heard police count them). We heard an
order over the police radio: “I don’t care what they’re doing... grab as many as
you can. | don’t care if they’re on the grass or not.” We began talking about the
order, but the guard realized that we had heard it and turned the radio off.

[ waited on the bus for 1 2 hours. In front of me sat a man whose hands were
swelling up because the zip ties were too tight. He asked for them to be loosened,
but was refused. A diabetic woman asked for water or a peppermint, but she was
also told no.

We were brought to the police station that is located on Airline at a former
women’s hospital. While we were being processed, the diabetic woman, who was
crying, requested immediate food, saying that she needed it fast. Finally, a police
officer brought her a handful of cookie crumbs crumpled up in his hand.

I also saw police harass a white man in his late 20s or early 30s who had told me
that he was a librarian at Tulane University. A tall, white police officer with dark
blond hair in a Mohawk haircut told him: “I can tell what type of person you is;
why are you out here with them?” 1 guess he was mad because the man was white
and with us. The officer snatched papers from this librarian’s hands very
aggressively, lifted him, pushed him down, and moved him around very roughly.

At one point | asked, “How many people are going to be killed before we wake
up?” In a low voice so that the other police officers couldn’t hear, the officer in
the Mohawk said to me, “As many as needed.” He always made eye contact with
me, looking very threatening. He kept eye contact with me as I was taken away,
like he wanted to do something to me.

At no point during this evening was I read my rights, photographed, or
fingerprinted. This process took 3-4 hours.

I was taken downtown and put in a cell. We -- I think that there were more than
30 — were given no toilet paper or supplies, except for one blanket each. There
were not enough beds. We were served food that was undercooked. The chicken
bled, and the botdog seemed close to raw. I didn’t eat anything.

One officer was very nice to us, but the others were nasty and ignored our
questions. Irene Johnson — the woman who had been arrested with her husband —
complained to guards that she was having a gout attack in her arm and asked for
the medication in her bag. The guards refused; they also assigned her to a top
bunk that she couldn’t get into.



Case 3:16-cv-00463-JWD-RLB Document 2-6 07/13/16 Page 17 of 20

20. The inmates who had been arrested before for other stuff said that since the
protests had started, the air conditioning had been set to an uncomfortably cold
temperature that made it uncomfortable and difficult to sleep, and they had been
refused visitors, regular meals, or regular medication,

21. Sunday night, my fingerprints and picture were finally taken. The man taking my
fingerprints and photograph told me that we could have all been released on
Sunday, but the judge posting bonds on Saturday night only posted bond for five
people before saying, “I’'m not doing this shit right now” and leaving to go to
church. The officer explained that they had all been waiting for this judge to post
bond. At around 9 p.m. Sunday night, I was released.

Executed on this 12th day of July 2016.

Yikeista es
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DECLARATION OF CHARLES JOYNER

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C.§ 1746, I hereby declare as follows:

1.

2.

10.

My name is Charles Joyner. I was born on March 2, 1987.
I attended the marches and protests in Baton Rouge on July 10, 2016.

I am a member of Stand with Dignity, an organization that organizes structurally
unemployed and criminalized black community in New Orleans, Louisiana. I
attended the protests with Stand with Dignity and was wearing a t-shirt from this
group. I also wore a green vest identifying me as a marshal. As a marshal, I was
trying to coordinate between the protesters and police. At some point during the
protest, my vest fell off.

The march to the Capitol was perfect. The police were in their regular uniforms,
and even as we were leaving the Capitol, police were still very calm.

A group of people from the Capitol gathered by a church after the march. Then,
after about a half an hour to an hour, we started marching again together. Some
people tried to get into the street, but we told them to get on the sidewalk. And we
all stayed on the sidewalk as the sheriff car tried to restart traffic.

We started moving further down the street, chanting, and we got back into the
street. Then, we ran into some police in tactical gear.

I don’t know Baton Rouge very well, but I guess we were near the freeway, and
the police wanted to stop us from getting on there. They said that they didn’t want
us on the interstate, and that we couldn’t block the streets.

At this point, people started getting more agitated. They weren’t happy that the
police were stopping our march, The police were also in riot gear, and that upset
people too.

Then the police were on one side of the street and the protesters were on the other
side. I was watching the police, and it looked like they were getting ready to do
something. I wasn’t with the protesters that were in the lady’s yard. Instead, | was
across the street from them.

As the protest continued and people were chanting, [ kept noticing the police

getting more and more tactical gear on. They added gas masks and shields. They
also had more guarding their arms.

(O
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11. At one point my eyes started to water. And people started to disperse. That’s
when it started getting scary.

12. The police started saying that it was no longer a sanctioned protest and that we
had to disperse. At the same time, they started closing in.

13. They had a truck with a large blowhorn that made a loud siren noise.

14. People that were trying to disperse and leave could only go one way. It didn’t
make sense because they told people to go home, but they made it really hard for
people to go home. They pushed people into the street.

15. As this was happening, I looked over, and one police officer was laughing. That
made me really angry. There were children out there, and the situation was not
even close to funny. If it were his relatives out there, I don’t think he would find
the situation as funny.

16. When the police crossed the street after telling people to leave, they arrested a ot
of people. They did it really fast. They just ran across the street, grabbed people,
and arrested them. I didn’t sce the people who were arrested do anything
wrong. They were just protesting.

17. 1 saw about three or four people get arrested. One was a black man. As I was
looking at that, I saw police officers on top of a woman, arresting her too.

18. It was a great protest. It was peaceful, and there were lots of people out. The
problems began when the police stopped us from marching.

19. I came out to protest because of the video of Alton Sterling’s killing. He wasn’t
doing anything wrong. He was just asking why he was being arrested. Anyone
being arrested wants to know why. It wasn’t right for the officer to even take out
his gun, and to kill him was just wrong.

20. This situation was scary. It is scary to know that the police can use such force and
get away with it. We pay for their equipment, and they shouldn’t be able to use it
on us like they did.

21. I'm still going to protest. We have the right to march, and we have the right to
speak out.

Executed on this 12th day of July 2016.

Charles J oyné
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