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NRL Summary of LSA terms v.3 4/1‘ 

COVID-19 Plan Re: 

Cross Agency Evaluation/Consideration of Certain Inmates for Release onto Supervision/Home Confinement 

Background: Due to COVID-19 Pandemic Emergency pertains to potential release of certain inmates in DPS&C custody 

who are within 6 months of release date and meet other certain criteria and approved a selection/review panel as outlined 

below). The Secretary/DOC may grant temporary release/furlough to persons within 6 months of release date pursuant to 

statutory authority (LA. R.S. 15:833C). DOC may add additional eligibility/suitability criteria and delineate a process and 

conditions for such temp releases/furloughs.  

Law enforcement stakeholders (LDAA and LSA) have vocalized their position to the Governor and to the Department of 

Corrections that any releases pursuant to COVID-19 response must be done on an individual basis not on a general group 

classification The below process was crafted with the utmost interest of public safety and not only limits the baseline 

eligibility criteria for consideration to only those inmates who are serving a conviction for a nonviolent/non-sex offense 

and within 6 months prior to release/served six months or have high risk medical condition but also provides a second 

layer for a case by case/individual assessment of each inmate by a 6-member panel. This accomplishes the individual 

assessment and also involves LSA and LDAA in the review and approval process even though the statutory authority 

authorizing such furloughs gives sole decision making authority to the Secretary/Department of Corrections. Furthermore, 

such plan is in accordance with the same considerations being done at the federal level as on March 27, 2020, President 

Trump signed into law, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act,” or the “CARES Act.” Which among 

other things, broadens the authority of the Attorney General and the Director of the BOP, during the COVID-19 crisis, to 

release prisoners to home confinement. 

Timeline: The general schedule will be as follows: of 40 cases per hearing docket / 3 hearings per week or 60 cases per 

hearing docket/2 hearings per week= total of 120 cases per week. Exact days of week have not yet been decided although 

TWT is preferable as indicated by parties.  DOC will prepare digital file per each inmate on the docket for the following 

week’s docket to include info such as (master prison record, rap sheet, disciplinary history, program completion history). 

Tentative start date is Tuesday, April 14th.. All parties agree that the priority regarding scheduling timeline (1) is to allocate 

a reasonable time for pre-review/assessment prior to each panel hearing AND (2) to do so in a way that maintains the need 

for expediency due to the critical nature of the COVID-19 crisis. DOC will assign administrative staff person to panel as 

well. Hearings conducted Most likely via Zoom or other technology platform. (All of this subject to modification per the 

needs of DOC/LSA/LDA).  

LDAA/LSA/DOC Agreed Upon Conditions are as Follows:  

Parties agree that (LSA/LDA/DOC) and membership thereof will not publicize such info until Governor JBE officially 

announces his plan to the public. 

(Note* DOC will formalize below in form of Department Regulation prior to commencement of hearings).  

I. Which DPS&C Inmates:  

Below type(s) of Inmates will be eligible for consideration/review/assessment for suitability to release to home 

confinement and onto supervision:  

1. Inmates with existing medical conditions that increase risk complications/ impact of COVID-19 (if were to be 

infected) who are within 6 months of release date and serving a sentence for a non-violent (non-sex) offense. 

 Max Possible Impact: (approx. 100 persons) Each person must be individually reviewed 

 Located: These are currently housed in only state facilities: 

2. Inmates who are currently within 6 months of release date who are serving a sentence for a non-violent/non-

sex offense, and have served at least 6 months 
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 Max Possible Impact: (approx. 1150); Each person must be individually reviewed 

 Located: majority in local jails 

 

Process for Consideration/Review and Required Conditions if Approved (PER EACH INMATE): 

1. Require Suitability Assessment and Release Approval Process: 

 COVID-19 Six-member (6) panel and (5/6 approval required) 

 Members: (1) Secretary or designee, (2) P&P director or designee, (3) Parole Board 

Executive Director (4) Victim’s Advocate as appointed by Governor (5) the Executive 

Director of Pardon and Parole Board or designee (6) LDAA ED or Designee (6) LSA ED or 

Designee  

 Panel role:  evaluate/vet/assess each pre-determined eligible individual (those inmates listed 

in above section) on public safety/prior disciplinary history/rap sheet etc. and make decision 

to approve or deny release onto supervision and home confinement. 

 Duration: COVID-19 Panel will sunset upon the expiration of Governor JBE COVID-19 

Emergency Proclamation. 

 

2. Minimum Required Conditions of Release: 

 Must have housing or residence  

 Home confinement required 

 Ankle Bracelet Monitoring Device 

 Abide by federal/state/local laws (standard requirement of parole). 

 Monitored by Probation and Parole/Assigned a supervision officer 

 

3. Duration of Temporary Release (if granted): The offender’s temporary release shall terminate on the date 

of the assigned Good Time Parole Supervision release date, the date of release assigned by the Parole Board, 

or full term release date, whichever is earlier, at which point transition onto parole supervision (if PE or GTPS 

date); If full-term release date (no supervision) as sentence completed. 

 

4. Violations/Re-arrests/Parole Holds: Probation and Parole may cancel an offender’s participation in the 

Program for any violation of conditions placed upon the offender.  

 Per Request of LSA Re Violations/parole holds:  

 Violations of home arrest/ankle bracelet and other technical violations to be housed in a DOC 

facility if available space otherwise in a local jail with available space. Any offender arrested 

during the temporary release/home confinement period of sentence for the commission of a 

new offense that is a sex crime, or a crime involving the use of a firearm, shall be housed in a 

sheriff’s jail for the standard rate per diem.    

 

5. Data Tracking: DOC will track statistical data on the incidence of furlough violations by participating 

inmates. Violations shall include the commission of new offenses as well as any transgressions that result in 

disciplinary action or removal from the program etc.  

 

 

 



Fwd: [Attachment Removed] FW: Recap of meeting with DOC  / Norris
James M. LeBlanc  to: Debbie Bennett 04/02/2020 05:01 AM

Print 
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Natalie Laborde <NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us>
Date: April 1, 2020 at 11:28:39 PM CDT
To: "James M. LeBlanc" <JMLeBlanc@corrections.state.la.us>
Subject: Fw:  [Attachment Removed] FW: Recap of meeting with DOC / Norris

 See below email that Norris/Ryan sent to their coallition group summarizing their zoom call with 
you and me.I think really good!
Nat 

Natalie LaBorde, JD I Executive Counsel I Dept. of Public Safety & Corrections I Office: 
225-342-8131
----- Forwarded by Natalie Laborde/CORRECTIONS on 04/01/2020 11:26 PM -----

From: Ryan Haynie <ryan@haynieandassociates.com>
To: Natalie Laborde <natalielaborde@corrections.state.la.us>
Date: 04/01/2020 10:17 AM
Subject: [Attachment Removed] FW: Recap of meeting with DOC / Norris

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.

I cleaned this up a bit when sent to the coalition. 

From: Ryan Haynie <ryan@haynie.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 10:05 AM
To: 'Prison Reform LA' <prisonreformla@splcenter.org>
Cc: Ryan Haynie <ryan@haynieandassociates.com>
Subject: Recap of meeting with DOC / Norris 

1) Attached is Norris interview with WWNO which captures the DOC meeting in his own 
words 
2) Below are my own notes which DOC has not had a chance to review and comment 
on… so they are not in stone and some items are still being worked through and 
clarified. 

Here are Ryan Haynie’s notes from the call 3/31 with Norris, Sec. Leblanc, Ryan and Natalie Laborde. 
Mostly Norris and the Sec speaking. I did my best to make notes and all of this is subject to changes and 

simply my understanding and remembrance of the call. 



Great conversation between Norris and Sec. Leblanc. DOC gave commitment to get back on Zoom or on 
the phone anytime. Ryan and Natalie will continue daily conversation. DOC is giving recommendations to 
Governor office this week on action he can/should take on releases. As soon as the recommendations are 
sent to the Gov office I will set a call with them. DOC is working on getting Gov. press office approval to 
get the DOC website to be updated with more information on their processes and a FAQ for family 
members. The Governor has this as a priority and as put top staff on making sure it gets the attention it 

deserves. 

Camp J – The Sec. explained to us that Angola really is the safest and best available location to move 
COVID‐ patients if there is not ability to keep local prison populations from being infected. It would be 
totally quarantined and separate in all aspects from the general population. The plan is to staff it with 
totally separate nursing staff from DOC HQ (they have 24 DOC nurses available to provide the care) and 
that the corrections staff will be Pardon and Parole and not Angola staff. No inmate will be used to assist 
the quarantine unit at camp J. Norris did recommend standing up a facility on open property of the 
facility if it comes to that. They said that Allen is not an ideal place to host a contingency quarantine. That 
Angola under the right plan is the safest and first option. Current population at DOC facilities are already 
being separated to keep the elderly, dialysis and most vulnerable away from risks and giving them more 
social distancing and changed the way these groups are fed and given medical. Angola (and likely other 
DOC facilities) are starting to manufacture personal protection devices for inmates. Sec said that they 
think the inmates can make 1000 masks as week (Norris said that they will make a lot more than that 
since it is for themselves). DOC is procuring as much protection equipment and masks as they can and will 
at first only have enough to give to staff… but that is key because that is whom would possibly bring it 
into the prison. (the science is that the mask is most useful to stop someone with it from giving it to 
others.. it is only modestly effective of protecting someone from getting it.) They know that if staff starts 
wearing the gear and not inmates then there will be fear and want to work through how to best educate 

inmates and avoid a bad reaction. That situation is a work in progress. 

There is only one case in a DOC facility. There are 5 confirmed cases in local jails. Two at EBR. One is 
pretrial and quarantined and one is DOC and is in the hospital. There are also 3 cases at two other 

prisons. Public information on testing is here: 

https://doc.louisiana.gov/doc-covid-19-testing/

There are very very few transfers happening now across the state at DOC and Jails. Only on emergency 
and medical basis are they moving people. Any one coming through the admittance center gets 
quarantined for 14 days before going to general population. Staff is being turned away if any reason to 
think they are not well or have been at risk. Work release has been cut in half to only folks doing essential 
business (often related to response). Should have a phone bank set up within days (help inmates connect 
with family) … should have video visit capabilities set up ASAP for inmates but talking at least a week or 

two to get up and operational.

Norris spoke a lot about the fear of the inmates and their loved ones on the outside. And the discussion 
was had on how to take the edge off of the uncertainty out there. They are looking at the population and 
trying to determine whom can be released under a number of mechanisms ( 6 month out furlough, 
medical parole, restoration of lost good time, our of parish warrants, probation/parole holds). Again 
these recommendations should be to the Governor this week hopefully today. Part of the concern is that 
people need a place to go when they get released and also that some releases require 60 day victim 
notification. Also looking into if they can do some home confinement through ankle bracelets and what 
FEMA may pay for. Norris offered to help provide and raise funds for any of that. This is all work in 

progress. 

At the end Norris asked the Secretary if he would join us in asking the governor to act on the 



commutations on his desk and making these other releases happen. The Secretary said he would be 
making recommendations and is on the same page as Norris that it goes a very very long way to protect 
inmates and creates a much better moral in the facilities even if folks are not getting immediately 
released. Creates hope. We have access to talk to the Secretary as often as needed and Ryan will 
communicate with Natalie on a as needed bases no less than weekly but more likely daily as the situation 

progresses. 



Response from Michael Ranatza
Shannon Dirmann  to: James M. LeBlanc 04/03/2020 10:36 AM
Cc: Natalie Laborde

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Jimmy,
Please see the response from Michael attached related to the furlough panel proposal. 
Thank you,
Shannon Dirmann
Louisiana Sheriffs' Association 

4.3.20 FURLOUGH PANEL_LSA RECOMMENDATIONS JW EDITS.docx4.3.20 FURLOUGH PANEL_LSA RECOMMENDATIONS JW EDITS.docx



Re: Response from Michael Ranatza
Shannon Dirmann  to: Natalie Laborde 04/03/2020 01:06 PM
Cc: "James M. LeBlanc", Michael Ranatza

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Thank you for this. First, Michael requests: Please add the sunset provision for the panel that was 
discussed by phone.
Then we'll discuss with our President and report back.
Thank you for your work on this with us.
Shannon
On Fri, Apr 3, 2020 at 12:52 PM Natalie Laborde <NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us> 
wrote:

Thanks Shannon, 

I have reviewed LSA/Mikes requests regarding conditions of the LSA participation in the Furlough 
review process for certain nonviolent, non sex inmates that are within 6 months of release. 

Regarding the below Recs included in your letter please see below: 

1.  Re Panel Makeup 

We can agree to the below membership and 5/6 approval requirement. 

Panel Membership (6 persons): DOC Sec or designee/P&P Director or Designee/Executive Director of 
Pardon and Parole/ Victims Advocate as appointed by the Governor/LDAA designee/LSA or designee. 

 5/6 required for approval. 

Law enforcement stakeholders have vocalized their position  to the Governor and to the Department of 
Corrections that any releases pursuant to COVID-19 response must be done on an individual basis not 
on a general group classification, This proposed model not only limits the baseline eligibility  criteria for 
consideration to only those inmates who are serving a conviction for a nonviolent/non-sex offense and 
within 6 months prior to release/served six months or have high risk medical condition but also provides 
a second layer for a case by case/individual assessment of each inmate by a 6 member panel 
comprised of . 

This accomplishes the individual assessment and also also involves LSA or designee  in the actual 
selection process even though the statutory authority authorizing such furloughs gives sole decision 
making authority to the Secretary/Department of Corrections. 

2 . Re Caseload and review time  

The general schedule would be as follows:  40 cases per hearing docket  / 3 hearings per week on  
MWF/ total of 120 cases per week. Friday prior drop box would upload docket list for the the next week 
with folder per each inmate to include the following info (master prison record, rap sheet, prison 



disciplinary history, Tiger Risk Score, and Accomplishment/Program history list). This would allow for a 
total of 4 days review time per week:  Saturday/Sunday/Tuesday/Thursday. First Panel would convene 
Monday, April 13th. We believe this is reasonable time and also maintains the need for expedited 
review given the critical nature and urgency of the COVID-19 crisis. DOC will assign administrative staff 
person to panel as well.  Hearings conducted  Most likely via Zoom or other technology platform. 

3. Re Violations/parole holds etc: (rec 3, 4,5) 

Per Secretary's discussion with Michael on the phone, these are not an issue, we agree in general and 
can workout the details as needed regarding housing location/payment of etc. 

Please let me know in the next hour whether LSA (or Designee) agrees to participate in the panel 
membership. 

Thanks!! 
Natalie 

Natalie LaBorde, JD  I  Executive Counsel I  Dept. of Public Safety & Corrections  I  Office: 
225-342-8131 

Fro

m: 
Shannon Dirmann <shannon@lsa.org> 

To: "James M. LeBlanc" <jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us> 

Cc: 
Natalie Laborde <NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us> 

Dat

e: 
04/03/2020 10:40 AM 

Su
bje

ct: 

Response from Michael Ranatza

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Jimmy, 

Please see the response from Michael attached related to the furlough panel proposal. 

Thank you, 



Shannon Dirmann 
Louisiana Sheriffs' Association 
[attachment "4.3.20 FURLOUGH PANEL_LSA RECOMMENDATIONS JW EDITS.docx" deleted by Natalie 

Laborde/CORRECTIONS] 



Re: Response from Michael Ranatza
Shannon Dirmann  to: Natalie Laborde 04/03/2020 01:48 PM
Cc: "James M. LeBlanc"

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

We propose line below. If you concur, can you add this into the document and send it formally from DOC to 
Michael and Loren? 
This Covid -19 furlough review panel will sunset when the Governor’s Public Health Emergency 
Declaration expires. 

On Apr 3, 2020, at 1:18 PM, Natalie Laborde <NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us> 
wrote:

 we agree to sunset this Covid -19 review panel at what ever point Governor indicates no longer 
necessary 

Natalie LaBorde, JD  I  Executive Counsel I  Dept. of Public Safety & Corrections  I  Office: 
225-342-8131 

Fr
o
m

: 

Shannon Dirmann <shannon@lsa.org> 

T

o: 
Natalie Laborde <NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us> 

C

c: "James M. LeBlanc" <jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us>, Michael Ranatza <michael@lsa.org> 

D
at

e: 

04/03/2020 01:09 PM 

S
u
bj
e
ct

: 

Re: Response from Michael Ranatza

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.



Thank you for this. First, Michael requests: Please add the sunset provision for the panel 
that was discussed by phone. 

Then we'll discuss with our President and report back. 

Thank you for your work on this with us. 

Shannon 

On Fri, Apr 3, 2020 at 12:52 PM Natalie Laborde <
NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us> wrote: 
Thanks Shannon, 

I have reviewed LSA/Mikes requests regarding conditions of the LSA participation in the Furlough 
review process for certain nonviolent, non sex inmates that are within 6 months of release. 

Regarding the below Recs included in your letter please see below: 

1.  Re Panel Makeup 

We can agree to the below membership and 5/6 approval requirement. 

Panel Membership (6 persons): DOC Sec or designee/P&P Director or Designee/Executive 
Director of Pardon and Parole/ Victims Advocate as appointed by the Governor/LDAA 
designee/LSA or designee. 

5/6 required for approval. 

Law enforcement stakeholders have vocalized their position  to the Governor and to the 
Department of Corrections that any releases pursuant to COVID-19 response must be done on 
an individual basis not on a general group classification, This proposed model not only limits the 
baseline eligibility  criteria for consideration to only those inmates who are serving a conviction for 
a nonviolent/non-sex offense and within 6 months prior to release/served six months or have high 
risk medical condition but also provides a second layer for a case by case/individual assessment 
of each inmate by a 6 member panel comprised of . 

This accomplishes the individual assessment and also also involves LSA or designee  in the 
actual selection process even though the statutory authority authorizing such furloughs gives sole 
decision making authority to the Secretary/Department of Corrections. 

2 . Re Caseload and review time  

The general schedule would be as follows:  40 cases per hearing docket  / 3 hearings per week 
on  MWF/ total of 120 cases per week. Friday prior drop box would upload docket list for the the 
next week with folder per each inmate to include the following info (master prison record, rap 
sheet, prison disciplinary history, Tiger Risk Score, and Accomplishment/Program history list). 
This would allow for a total of 4 days review time per week:  Saturday/Sunday/Tuesday/Thursday. 
First Panel would convene Monday, April 13th. We believe this is reasonable time and also 
maintains the need for expedited review given the critical nature and urgency of the COVID-19 



crisis. DOC will assign administrative staff person to panel as well.  Hearings conducted  Most 
likely via Zoom or other technology platform. 

3. Re Violations/parole holds etc: (rec 3, 4,5) 

Per Secretary's discussion with Michael on the phone, these are not an issue, we agree in 
general and can workout the details as needed regarding housing location/payment of etc. 

Please let me know in the next hour whether LSA (or Designee) agrees to participate in the panel 
membership. 

Thanks!! 
Natalie 

Natalie LaBorde, JD  I  Executive Counsel I  Dept. of Public Safety & Corrections  I  Office: 
225-342-8131 

From: Shannon Dirmann <shannon@lsa.org> 
To: "James M. LeBlanc" <jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us> 
Cc: Natalie Laborde <NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us> 
Date: 04/03/2020 10:40 AM 
Subject: Response from Michael Ranatza

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.

Jimmy, 

Please see the response from Michael attached related to the furlough panel proposal. 

Thank you, 

Shannon Dirmann 
Louisiana Sheriffs' Association 
[attachment "4.3.20 FURLOUGH PANEL_LSA RECOMMENDATIONS JW EDITS.docx" deleted by Natalie 
Laborde/CORRECTIONS] 



Fw: Response from Michael Ranatza
James M. LeBlanc  to: mike 04/03/2020 02:55 PM
Cc: "Shannon Dirmann", Natalie Laborde

Mike

Natalie and I have reviewed LSA's requests regarding conditions of the LSA participation in the Furlough 
review process for certain nonviolent, non sex inmates that are within 6 months of release. 

Regarding the below Recs included in your letter please see below: 

1.  Re Panel Makeup 

We can agree to the below membership and 5/6 approval requirement.

Panel Membership (6 persons): DOC Sec or designee/P&P Director or Designee/Executive Director of 
Pardon and Parole/ Victims Advocate as appointed by the Governor/LDAA designee/LSA or designee.

 5/6 required for approval.

The COVID-19 Furlough Review Panel will sunset upon the expiration Governor JBE's Emergency 
Declaration. 

Law enforcement stakeholders have vocalized their position  to the Governor and to the Department of 
Corrections that any releases pursuant to COVID-19 response must be done on an individual basis not on 
a general group classification, This proposed model not only limits the baseline eligibility  criteria for 
consideration to only those inmates who are serving a conviction for a nonviolent/non-sex offense and 
within 6 months prior to release/served six months or have high risk medical condition but also provides a 
second layer for a case by case/individual assessment of each inmate by a 6 member panel comprised of 
.

This accomplishes the individual assessment and also also involves LSA or designee  in the actual 
selection process even though the statutory authority authorizing such furloughs gives sole decision 
making authority to the Secretary/Department of Corrections.

2 . Re Caseload and review time  

The general schedule would be as follows:  40 cases per hearing docket  / 3 hearings per week on  MWF/ 
total of 120 cases per week. Friday prior drop box would upload docket list for the the next week with 
folder per each inmate to include the following info (master prison record, rap sheet, prison disciplinary 
history, Tiger Risk Score, and Accomplishment/Program history list). This would allow for a total of 4 days 
review time per week:  Saturday/Sunday/Tuesday/Thursday. First Panel would convene Monday, April 
13th. We believe this is reasonable time and also maintains the need for expedited review given the 
critical nature and urgency of the COVID-19 crisis. DOC will assign administrative staff person to panel as 
well.  Hearings conducted  Most likely via Zoom or other technology platform. 

3. Re Violations/parole holds etc: (rec 3, 4,5)

Per Secretary's discussion with Michael on the phone, these are not an issue, we agree in general and 
can workout the details as needed regarding housing location/payment of etc.



Please let me know in the next hour whether LSA (or Designee) agrees to participate in the panel 
membership.

Please let me know your answer in the next hour.

Natalie LaBorde, JD  I  Executive Counsel I  Dept. of Public Safety & Corrections  I  Office: 
225-342-8131

Shannon Dirmann 04/03/2020 10:40:16 AMEXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links...

From: Shannon Dirmann <shannon@lsa.org>
To: "James M. LeBlanc" <jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us>
Cc: Natalie Laborde <NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us>
Date: 04/03/2020 10:40 AM
Subject: Response from Michael Ranatza

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Jimmy,
Please see the response from Michael attached related to the furlough panel proposal. 
Thank you,
Shannon Dirmann
Louisiana Sheriffs' Association 
[a tachment "4 3 20 FURLOUGH PANEL_LSA RECOMMENDAT ONS JW EDITS docx" dele ed by Nata ie Labord /CORRECT ONS] 



Re: Fw: Response from Michael Ranatza
Shannon Dirmann  to: James M. LeBlanc 04/03/2020 03:19 PM
Cc: Michael Ranatza, Natalie Laborde

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Thank you. Michael says, looks good except can you please change the meeting dates to 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. This will give file review time on Monday and Fridays.
Thank you for working with us.
Shannon
On Fri, Apr 3, 2020 at 2:56 PM James M. LeBlanc <JMLeBlanc@corrections.state.la.us> wrote:

Mike 

Natalie and I have reviewed LSA's requests regarding conditions of the LSA participation in the 
Furlough review process for certain nonviolent, non sex inmates that are within 6 months of release. 

Regarding the below Recs included in your letter please see below: 

1.  Re Panel Makeup 

We can agree to the below membership and 5/6 approval requirement. 

Panel Membership (6 persons): DOC Sec or designee/P&P Director or Designee/Executive Director of 
Pardon and Parole/ Victims Advocate as appointed by the Governor/LDAA designee/LSA or designee. 

 5/6 required for approval. 

The COVID-19 Furlough Review Panel will sunset upon the expiration Governor JBE's Emergency 
Declaration. 

Law enforcement stakeholders have vocalized their position  to the Governor and to the Department of 
Corrections that any releases pursuant to COVID-19 response must be done on an individual basis not 
on a general group classification, This proposed model not only limits the baseline eligibility  criteria for 
consideration to only those inmates who are serving a conviction for a nonviolent/non-sex offense and 
within 6 months prior to release/served six months or have high risk medical condition but also provides 
a second layer for a case by case/individual assessment of each inmate by a 6 member panel 
comprised of . 

This accomplishes the individual assessment and also also involves LSA or designee  in the actual 
selection process even though the statutory authority authorizing such furloughs gives sole decision 
making authority to the Secretary/Department of Corrections. 

2 . Re Caseload and review time  



The general schedule would be as follows:  40 cases per hearing docket  / 3 hearings per week on  
MWF/ total of 120 cases per week. Friday prior drop box would upload docket list for the the next week 
with folder per each inmate to include the following info (master prison record, rap sheet, prison 
disciplinary history, Tiger Risk Score, and Accomplishment/Program history list). This would allow for a 
total of 4 days review time per week:  Saturday/Sunday/Tuesday/Thursday. First Panel would convene 
Monday, April 13th. We believe this is reasonable time and also maintains the need for expedited 
review given the critical nature and urgency of the COVID-19 crisis. DOC will assign administrative staff 
person to panel as well.  Hearings conducted  Most likely via Zoom or other technology platform. 

3. Re Violations/parole holds etc: (rec 3, 4,5) 

Per Secretary's discussion with Michael on the phone, these are not an issue, we agree in general and 
can workout the details as needed regarding housing location/payment of etc. 

Please let me know in the next hour whether LSA (or Designee) agrees to participate in the panel 
membership. 

Please let me know your answer in the next hour. 

Natalie LaBorde, JD  I  Executive Counsel I  Dept. of Public Safety & Corrections  I  Office: 
225-342-8131 

Fro

m: 
Shannon Dirmann <shannon@lsa.org> 

To: "James M. LeBlanc" <jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us> 

Cc: 
Natalie Laborde <NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us> 

Dat

e: 
04/03/2020 10:40 AM 

Su
bje

ct: 

Response from Michael Ranatza

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Jimmy, 

Please see the response from Michael attached related to the furlough panel proposal. 

Thank you, 



Shannon Dirmann 
Louisiana Sheriffs' Association 
[attachment "4.3.20 FURLOUGH PANEL_LSA RECOMMENDATIONS JW EDITS.docx" deleted by Natalie 

Laborde/CORRECTIONS] 



DOC Covid-19 Furlough Review Panel
Michael Ranatza  to: 'Kevin Cobb', Kevin Cobb 04/14/2020 11:24 AM

Cc:
jmleblanc, 'Natalie Laborde' , 'Shannon Dirmann' , 'Gary 
Bennett'

History: This message has been forwarded.

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know 
the content is safe.

Sheriff Cobb,

Please see the attached letter regarding the furlough review panel with the
Department of Corrections.

Thank you,
Michael

20200414111656213.pdf20200414111656213.pdf



Fwd: DOC Covid-19 Furlough Review Panel
James M. LeBlanc  to: Debbie Bennett 04/14/2020 11:27 AM

Print 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Michael Ranatza <MRanatza@lsa.org>
Date: April 14, 2020 at 11:24:50 AM CDT
To: Kevin Cobb <kevincobb@bellsouth.net>, Kevin Cobb 
<kevincobb@franklinsheriff.net>
Cc: jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us, Natalie Laborde 
<NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us>, Shannon Dirmann <Shannon@lsa.org>, Gary 
Bennett <gary@lsa.org>
Subject: DOC Covid-19 Furlough Review Panel

 EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.

Sheriff Cobb,

Please see the attached letter regarding the furlough review panel with the
Department of Corrections.

Thank you,

Michael 20200414111656213.pdf20200414111656213.pdf



DOC Covid-19 Furlough Review Panel
Michael Ranatza  to: sheriffgc 04/14/2020 11:32 AM

Cc:
jmleblanc, 'Natalie Laborde' , 'Shannon Dirmann' , 'Gary 
Bennett'

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know 
the content is safe.

Sheriff Champagne,

Please see the attached letter regarding the furlough review panel with the
Department of Corrections.

Thank you,
Michael

20200414111746844.pdf20200414111746844.pdf



DOC Covid-19 Furlough Review Panel
Michael Ranatza  to: jtravis748, Jeff Travis 04/14/2020 11:33 AM
Cc: jmleblanc, 'Shannon Dirmann', 'Natalie Laborde', 'Gary Bennett'

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know 
the content is safe.

Sheriff Travis,

Please see the attached letter regarding the furlough review panel with the
Department of Corrections.

Thank you,
Michael

20200414111726006.pdf20200414111726006.pdf



Re: DOC Covid-19 Furlough Review Panel   
Natalie Laborde  to: Michael Ranatza, sheriffgc 04/14/2020 01:04 PM
Cc: 'Gary Bennett', jmleblanc, 'Shannon Dirmann'

Hi Sheriff Champagne, 

You should receive an invitation from Drop Box shortly which will give you access to folder containing the 
packets used for the panel review etc. 

Thanks! 
Natalie 

Natalie LaBorde, JD  I  Executive Counsel I  Dept. of Public Safety & Corrections  I  Office: 
225-342-8131 

F
r
o
m

: 

Michael Ranatza <mranatza@lsa.org> 

T
o

: 

<sheriffgc@stcharlessheriff.org> 

C

c: <jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us>, 'Natalie Laborde' <NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us>, 'Shannon Dirmann' 

<shannon@lsa.org>, 'Gary Bennett' <gary@lsa.org> 

D
a
t
e

: 

04/14/2020 11:32 AM 

S
u
bj
e
ct

: 

DOC Covid-19 Furlough Review Panel

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know 
the content is safe.

Sheriff Champagne,

Please see the attached letter regarding the furlough review panel with the
Department of Corrections.

Thank you,



Michael
[attachment "20200414111746844.pdf" deleted by Natalie Laborde/CORRECTIONS] 



Re: DOC Covid-19 Furlough Review Panel
Greg Champagne  to: Natalie Laborde 04/14/2020 06:20 PM

Cc:
Michael Ranatza, Gary Bennett, "jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us", 
Shannon Dirmann

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Thank you. I received the drop box invite.

Greg Champagne, Sheriff 
St. Charles Parish, Louisiana
Immediate Past President, National Sheriffs' Association 

On Apr 14, 2020, at 1:04 PM, Natalie Laborde <NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us> 
wrote:

 Hi Sheriff Champagne, 

You should receive an invitation from Drop Box shortly which will give you access to folder 
containing the packets used for the panel review etc. 

Thanks! 
Natalie 

Natalie LaBorde, JD  I  Executive Counsel I  Dept. of Public Safety & Corrections  I  Office: 
225-342-8131 

F
r
o
m

: 

Michael Ranatza <mranatza@lsa.org> 

T
o

: 

<sheriffgc@stcharlessheriff.org> 

C

c: <jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us>, 'Natalie Laborde' <NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us>, 'Shannon Dirmann' 

<shannon@lsa.org>, 'Gary Bennett' <gary@lsa.org> 

D
a
t
e

: 

04/14/2020 11:32 AM 

S
u
bj
e
ct

: 

DOC Covid-19 Furlough Review Panel



EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you 
know the content is safe.

Sheriff Champagne,

Please see the attached letter regarding the furlough review panel with 
the
Department of Corrections.

Thank you,
Michael
[attachment "20200414111746844.pdf" deleted by Natalie 
Laborde/CORRECTIONS] 



Fwd: The Advocate - Lea Skene Fw: A couple questions
James M. LeBlanc  to: Debbie Bennett 04/15/2020 10:05 AM

Print 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Ken Pastorick <KenPastorick@corrections.state.la.us>
Date: April 15, 2020 at 9:34:00 AM CDT
To: "James M. LeBlanc" <JMLeBlanc@corrections.state.la.us>, Natalie Laborde 
<NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us>
Subject: The Advocate - Lea Skene  Fw: A couple questions

  
Lea Skene/The Advocate posed the following follow up questions. I've crafted some 
potential responses. Make edits, let me know how you would like to handle.

 How will the panel’s meetings be conducted and will they be open to the public via video 
conference or something? 

As stated during the Governor’s news conference Tuesday, the meetings will be 

conducted via video, and these meetings will not be open to the public.

 How do inmates who believe they’re eligible apply for consideration? 

The Department of Corrections has done a thorough review and compiled a 
comprehensive list of inmates who meet the criteria for consideration of being a 

nonviolent/non‐sex offender within six months of release.

 How will the panel decide which cases to review first? Are they being prioritized somehow? 

The COVID‐19 Furlough Review Panel will consider first the individuals in group one who 

have pre‐existing medical conditions. ??????????????

 Is there any possible relief mechanism for inmates who are violent offenders or nonviolent but 
not within six months of their release date (and therefore don’t meet the criteria for medical 
furlough) but have severe chronic medical conditions?

In order to be considered, the individuals must meet the criteria spelled out in 
Tuesday’s news release which includes being a nonviolent/non‐sex offender within six 
months of release. 

Ken Pastorick



Communications Director
Department of Public Safety & Corrections
Office 225.219.0499

----- Forwarded by Ken Pastorick/CORRECTIONS on 04/15/2020 09:32 AM -----

From: "Skene, Lea" <lskene@theadvocate.com>
To: Ken Pastorick <KenPastorick@corrections.state.la.us>
Cc: "NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us" <NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us>, "Sledge, Matt" 

<msledge@theadvocate.com>
Date: 04/15/2020 09:14 AM
Subject: A couple questions

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is safe.

Hi Ken,

Just a couple follow up questions about the furlough program announced yesterday. 
How will the panel’s meetings be conducted and will they be open to the public via 

video conference or something? 
How do inmates who believe they’re eligible apply for consideration?

How will the panel decide which cases to review first? Are they being prioritized

somehow?
Is there any possible relief mechanism for inmates who are violent offenders or

nonviolent but not within six months of their release date (and therefore don’t meet
the criteria for medical furlough) but have severe chronic medical conditions?

Thank you!
Lea

THE A
DVOCATE
BATON ROUGE · NEW ORLEANS 

· ACADIANA

Lea Skene
Reporter

lskene@theadvocate.co
m
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(225) 
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202-999
8
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Furlough Request
Sarah Whittington  to: jmleblanc, FrancisAbbott, Loren, Michael 04/16/2020 02:18 PM
Cc: dnarcisse

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Dear Members of the Furlough Review Panel: 
Please find attached our letter of support and affidavit of housing on behalf of our client, Mr. 
Korbi Williams, DOC #525263. If you have designated someone to consider these cases in your 
stead, please forward to them accordingly so that this panel may have a complete picture of the 
mitigating circumstances, housing, and available support structures for Mr. Williams.
I have also requested notice, video-conferencing access, and participation in your review 
hearing. If necessary I will also coordinate and provide further statements or witness testimony 
from our partner organizations and Mr. Williams's mother.
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
-- 
Sarah Whittington
Staff Attorney 
sarah@JACLouisiana.org

Justice and Accountability Center of Louisiana
4035 Washington Avenue, Suite 203
New Orleans, Louisiana 70125
w: 504-322-4050 ext. 201
www.JACLouisiana.org

Subscribe to JAC's monthly newsletter!
NOTICE: This email transmission (including attachments) is confidential, covered by the Electronic 
Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510-21, and may contain attorney-client materials and/or 
attorney-client work product legally privileged and protected from disclosure. This email is intended only 
for the addressee named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
use of or action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is strictly prohibited. Additionally, any 
retention, disseminations, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. Please reply 
to sender if you have received this message in error, then delete it and any and all copies. 
Nothing in this message should be interpreted as a digital or electronic signature intended to authenticate 

a legal document. Williams.K-FurloughLetter.pdfWilliams.K-FurloughLetter.pdf



Furlough Request

Sarah Whittington  to: jmleblanc, francisabbott, loren, michael, 
dnarcisse 04/16/2020 05:11 PM

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Dear Members of the Furlough Review Panel: 
Please find attached our letter of support requesting furlough on behalf of our client, Mr. 
Rontrell Boyd DOC #575846. If you have designated someone to consider these cases in your 
stead, please forward to them accordingly so that this panel may have a complete picture of the 
mitigating circumstances, housing, and available support structures for Mr. Boyd.
I have also requested notice, video-conferencing access, and participation in your review 
hearing. If necessary I will also coordinate and provide further statements or witness testimony 
from our partner organizations and Mr. Boyd's sister.
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
-- 
Sarah Whittington
Staff Attorney 
sarah@JACLouisiana.org

Justice and Accountability Center of Louisiana
4035 Washington Avenue, Suite 203
New Orleans, Louisiana 70125
w: 504-322-4050 ext. 201
www.JACLouisiana.org

Subscribe to JAC's monthly newsletter!
NOTICE: This email transmission (including attachments) is confidential, covered by the Electronic 
Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510-21, and may contain attorney-client materials and/or 
attorney-client work product legally privileged and protected from disclosure. This email is intended only 
for the addressee named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
use of or action in reliance on the contents of this transmission is strictly prohibited. Additionally, any 
retention, disseminations, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. Please reply 
to sender if you have received this message in error, then delete it and any and all copies. 
Nothing in this message should be interpreted as a digital or electronic signature intended to authenticate 

a legal document. Boyd.R-FurloughLetter.pdfBoyd.R-FurloughLetter.pdf



Fw: Furlough Letters
James M. LeBlanc  to: Debbie Bennett 04/21/2020 12:23 PM

Print MPR's
----- Forwarded by James M. LeBlanc/CORRECTIONS on 04/21/2020 12:23 PM -----

From: Sarah Mae Jennings <SJennings@opdla.org>
To: "jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us" <jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us>, 

"FrancisAbbott@corrections.state.la.us" <FrancisAbbott@corrections.state.la.us>, 
"Loren@ldaa.org" <Loren@ldaa.org>, "Arcuri, Blake" <arcurib@opso.us>

Cc: Meghan Garvey <MGarvey@opdla.org>
Date: 04/21/2020 10:59 AM
Subject: Furlough Letters

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Good morning,

Please find letters requesting furlough on behalf of my clients Lawrence Matthews, Bernard 
Taylor, and Gerard Taylor, all of whom are currently being held in the Orleans Justice Center.  
Please let me know if I can provide you with any additional information and please let me know 
if and when these hearings are scheduled so that I may attend.

Thank you for your consideration,

Sarah Mae Jennings
Staff Attorney
Orleans Public Defenders
2601 Tulane Avenue, Suite 700
New Orleans, LA 70119

sjennings@opdla.orgLM COVID Furlough Letter.pdfLM COVID Furlough Letter.pdfBT COVID Furlough LTR.pdfBT COVID Furlough LTR.pdfGT COVID Letter.pdfGT COVID Letter.pdf



Furlough Letter on Behalf of Damani Escamilla

Eliza Gottfried  to:
jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us, 
francisabbott@corrections.state.la.us, 
loren@ldaa.org, Blake Arcuri

04/21/2020 01:16 PM

Cc: Meghan Garvey

History: This message has been forwarded.

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is safe.

Good Afternoon,
 
Please find a letter and accompanying affidavit requesting furlough on behalf of my client, Damani 
Escamilla, who is currently being held in the Orleans Justice Center.  Please let me know if I can provide 
you with any additional information and please let me know if and when these hearings are scheduled 
so that I may attend.
 
Thank you for your consideration,
 

Eliza Gottfried
Staff Attorney
Orleans Public Defenders
2601 Tulane Avenue, Suite 700
New Orleans, LA 70119

 Escamilla, Damani -  COVID Furlough LTR.pdfEscamilla, Damani -  COVID Furlough LTR.pdfEscamilla - COVID Housing affidavit_signed.jpg



Fwd: COVID furlough status of Panel results of  4/17/20
James M. LeBlanc  to: Debbie Bennett 04/21/2020 05:39 PM

Print for my chair 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Derek Ellis <Derek.Ellis@LA.GOV>
Date: April 21, 2020 at 5:30:49 PM CDT
To: Jimmy Leblanc <jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us>
Cc: SETH SMITH <SETHSMITH@corrections.state.la.us>, Natalie Laborde 
<NatalieLaborde@corrections.state.la.us>
Subject: COVID furlough status of Panel results of 4/17/20

  
COVID Furlough Panel’s approvals status from the docket on 4/17/2020
 
I have spoken to Melanie Gueho and she advised that the certificates and victim letter have 
been created in CAJUN and have been forwarded to OTS to be put in production. She expects 
them to be in production this evening or tomorrow.  She will advise once functioning.  Natalie 
has created a letter for you to sign approving the furlough
 
Please see the below update from P&P regarding the status of the residence plan investigations:
                11 offenders approved for COVID Furlough on Friday 4/17/2020.
•             9 have submitted residence plans
•             1 has outstanding warrant in West Carroll that remains active 
•             1 has not submitted a residence plan (Seely 720400)
•             9 residence plans investigated
•             4 approvals
•             5 pending approvals
•             1 denial because it was out of state (offender has submitted 2nd plan in Louisiana)
 
The following residence plans have been approved

 Carton Eason 104454

 Danny Kibodeaux 196389

 Donald Jackson 105488

 Carl Johnson 223074
 
 
Please see below regarding the Preclass/Records office status of clearing for release:



 
 
We have two offenders that have been cleared and have approved residence.  Once certificates 
are in production, we can get electronic monitoring set up plan and issue certificate for release. 
Please advise if you would like more information.  We will forward you updates as additional 
residence plans and clearing for release are completed.  Additional I have requested OTS set up 
a shared drive to hold documents and spreadsheets for this process.  They said it will be set up 
tomorrow.  Thanks
 
Derek Ellis
Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections
Office of Adult Services/Prison Operations
Office: (225) 342‐6654; Fax 225‐342‐3349
Email: Derek.Ellis@LA.GOV
 



Re: COVID furlough status of Panel results of  4/17/20
James M. LeBlanc  to: Derek Ellis 04/21/2020 06:28 PM

Excellent report—thanks—would like to discuss briefly in tomorrow’s meeting 

Sent from my iPad
On Apr 21, 2020, at 5:30 PM, Derek Ellis <Derek.Ellis@la.gov> wrote:

  
COVID Furlough Panel’s approvals status from the docket on 4/17/2020
 
I have spoken to Melanie Gueho and she advised that the certificates and victim letter have 
been created in CAJUN and have been forwarded to OTS to be put in production. She expects 
them to be in production this evening or tomorrow.  She will advise once functioning.  Natalie 
has created a letter for you to sign approving the furlough
 
Please see the below update from P&P regarding the status of the residence plan investigations:
                11 offenders approved for COVID Furlough on Friday 4/17/2020.
•             9 have submitted residence plans
•             1 has outstanding warrant in West Carroll that remains active 
•             1 has not submitted a residence plan (Seely 720400)
•             9 residence plans investigated
•             4 approvals
•             5 pending approvals
•             1 denial because it was out of state (offender has submitted 2nd plan in Louisiana)
 
The following residence plans have been approved

 Carton Eason 104454

 Danny Kibodeaux 196389

 Donald Jackson 105488

 Carl Johnson 223074
 
 
Please see below regarding the Preclass/Records office status of clearing for release:
<image002.png>
 
 
We have two offenders that have been cleared and have approved residence.  Once certificates 
are in production, we can get electronic monitoring set up plan and issue certificate for release. 
Please advise if you would like more information.  We will forward you updates as additional 
residence plans and clearing for release are completed.  Additional I have requested OTS set up 
a shared drive to hold documents and spreadsheets for this process.  They said it will be set up 
tomorrow.  Thanks
 
Derek Ellis
Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections



Office of Adult Services/Prison Operations
Office: (225) 342‐6654; Fax 225‐342‐3349
Email: Derek.Ellis@LA.GOV
 



Re: COVID furlough status of Panel results of  4/17/20
Derek Ellis  to: Jimmy Leblanc 04/21/2020 06:58 PM

Yes sir 

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 21, 2020, at 6:28 PM, James M. LeBlanc <JMLeBlanc@corrections.state.la.us> wrote:

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the 
content is safe.

Excellent report—thanks—would like to discuss briefly in tomorrow’s meeting 

Sent from my iPad
On Apr 21, 2020, at 5:30 PM, Derek Ellis <Derek.Ellis@la.gov> wrote:

  
COVID Furlough Panel’s approvals status from the docket on 4/17/2020
 
I have spoken to Melanie Gueho and she advised that the certificates and victim letter 
have been created in CAJUN and have been forwarded to OTS to be put in production. 
She expects them to be in production this evening or tomorrow.  She will advise once 
functioning.  Natalie has created a letter for you to sign approving the furlough
 
Please see the below update from P&P regarding the status of the residence plan 
investigations:
                11 offenders approved for COVID Furlough on Friday 4/17/2020.
•             9 have submitted residence plans
•             1 has outstanding warrant in West Carroll that remains active 
•             1 has not submitted a residence plan (Seely 720400)
•             9 residence plans investigated
•             4 approvals
•             5 pending approvals
•             1 denial because it was out of state (offender has submitted 2nd plan in 
Louisiana)
 
The following residence plans have been approved

 Carton Eason 104454

 Danny Kibodeaux 196389

 Donald Jackson 105488

 Carl Johnson 223074
 
 
Please see below regarding the Preclass/Records office status of clearing for release:



<image002.png>
 
 
We have two offenders that have been cleared and have approved residence.  Once 
certificates are in production, we can get electronic monitoring set up plan and issue 
certificate for release. Please advise if you would like more information.  We will 
forward you updates as additional residence plans and clearing for release are 
completed.  Additional I have requested OTS set up a shared drive to hold documents 
and spreadsheets for this process.  They said it will be set up tomorrow.  Thanks
 
Derek Ellis
Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections
Office of Adult Services/Prison Operations
Office: (225) 342‐6654; Fax 225‐342‐3349
Email: Derek.Ellis@LA.GOV
 



Furlough Request and Supporting Information for Jermaine Toussaint , DOC # 
740706

Francesca Buzzi   to:
jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us, 
FrancisAbbott@corrections.state.la.us, 
Loren@ldaa.org

04/22/2020 05:40 PM

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Dear Furlough Review Panel,

Please find attached a letter requesting release of Jermaine Toussaint, DOC #740706, under the 
Governor's furlough standards, as well as information on his housing and rehabilitative plans for 
his release. 

If you need any additional information please do not hesitate to ask. 

Sincerely,

Francesca Toussaint, Jermaine Letter for Furlough Consideration.pdfToussaint, Jermaine Letter for Furlough Consideration.pdf



Furlough Request for Anthony Cowart , DOC# 563586

Tina Peng  to:
jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us, 
FrancisAbbott@corrections.state.la.us, 
Loren@ldaa.org, arcurib@opso.us

04/23/2020 09:22 AM

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is safe.

Dear Furlough Review Panel,
 
Please find attached a letter requesting furlough for Mr. Anthony Cowart, as well as an affidavit from his 
fiancée, Rodneisha Marshall, who would be helping him self‐quarantine at their home upon his release. 
Thank you for your consideration.
 

Tina PengAnthony Cowart furlough letter.docxAnthony Cowart furlough letter.docx Rodneisha Marshall affidavit.pdfRodneisha Marshall affidavit.pdf



COVID furloughs

Derek Ellis  to:
Jerry Goodwin, Robert Tanner , DARREL 
VANNOY, thooper@corrections.state.la.us, 
Rslay@corrections.state.la.us, 

04/23/2020 12:44 PM

Cc:
HQ_COMMAND, SETH SMITH , "pfremin@corrections.state.la.us"
, Tadd Stout, "GERRI GARON", Natalie Laborde , Jimmy Leblanc
, Jan Rodrigue

As you are aware, the Secretary has developed a panel to evaluate a designated population of offenders 
for possible furlough due to the COVID‐19 Health Emergency.  The steps in the process are: (1) panel 
approval, (2) P&P will do a residence investigation and Preclass/Records will clear for release, (3) If all is 
approved a certificate will be created for the offenders release, (4)  Prior to release on furlough from a 
state institution, P&P will be making arrangement with you/your staff to come to your facility  and set up 
electronic monitoring.  To help facilitate that process, will each Warden provide a direct point of contact 
and contact information so P&P can make detailed arrangement prior to arriving at your facility.  
 
P&P Assistant Director Tadd Stout has statewide oversight of the electronic monitoring process. He or 
someone from the local P&P district will be contacting your designated point of contact if needed.  
Thanks for your assistance.  Please respond as soon as possible, P&P will be contacting you soon.  We 
have several that are ready to have certificate created (working out a few bugs with certificate 

programming) and once set up for electronic monitoring, they will be releasing.  The 1
st

 group will 
probably release Monday.  Please respond to me and cc Tadd Stout please.  Tadd’s contact is listed 
below.  Thanks to all
 
Tadd Stout
Cell: 
Email: Tadd.Stout@LA.gov
 
 
Derek Ellis
Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections
Office of Adult Services/Prison Operations
Office: (225) 342‐6654; Fax 225‐342‐3349
Email: Derek.Ellis@LA.GOV
 



Furlough Request and Supporting Information for Andre Pounds , DOC # 
716655

Madeleine Jennings  to:
jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us, 
FrancisAbbott@corrections.state.la.us, 
Loren@ldaa.org, Arcuri, Blake

04/23/2020 01:18 PM

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is safe.

All:
 
Please find attached a letter of support regarding the furlough candidacy of my client, Andre Pounds. 
Please let me know if I can provide any further information or be of assistance in any way.
 
Thank you,
 
Madeleine McKay Jennings
Staff Attorney 
Orleans Public Defenders
2601 Tulane Avenue, Suite 700
New Orleans, LA 70119
T: (504) 827-8189
F: (504) 821-5285

The information contained in this electronic message is intended only for the use of the addressee(s) and may be 
privileged and/or confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender of the error and destroy 
the original message and any electronic or physical copies of it. Disseminating, distributing, or copying the content of 
this message is prohibited.

 Andre Pounds COVID Furlough Letter.docxAndre Pounds COVID Furlough Letter.docx



Furlough Request and Supporting Information for George Lea , DOC# 340841

Francesca Buzzi   to:
jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us, 
FrancisAbbott@corrections.state.la.us, 
Loren@ldaa.org

04/23/2020 02:26 PM

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Dear Furlough Review Panel,

Please find attached a letter requesting release of George Lea, DOC # 340841, under the 
Governor's furlough standards, as well as information on his housing and rehabilitative plans for 
his release. 

If you need any additional information please do not hesitate to ask. 

Sincerely,

Francesca Buzzi
Staff Attorney
Orleans Public Defenders
(504) 535‐5601

Lea, George Letter for Furlough Consideration.pdfLea, George Letter for Furlough Consideration.pdf



Furlough Request and Supporting Information for Alton Bridges , DOC # 
101603

Madeleine Jennings  to:
jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us, 
FrancisAbbott@corrections.state.la.us, 
Loren@ldaa.org

04/23/2020 09:12 PM

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is safe.

All:
 
Please find attached a letter of support regarding the furlough candidacy of my client, Alton Bridges. 
Please let me know if I can provide any further information or be of assistance in any way.
 
Thank you,
 
Madeleine McKay Jennings
Staff Attorney 
Orleans Public Defenders
2601 Tulane Avenue, Suite 700
New Orleans, LA 70119
T: (504) 827-8189
F: (504) 821-5285

The information contained in this electronic message is intended only for the use of the addressee(s) and may be 
privileged and/or confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender of the error and destroy 
the original message and any electronic or physical copies of it. Disseminating, distributing, or copying the content of 
this message is prohibited.

 Alton Bridges COVID Furlough Letter.docxAlton Bridges COVID Furlough Letter.docx



COVID Furlough update  4.24.20
Derek Ellis  to: Jimmy Leblanc, SETH SMITH 04/24/2020 11:16 AM
Cc: Angela Whittaker, Natalie Laborde

Please the attachment for updated information.  This is snapshot of status as of 9:30ish this morning.  If 
you would like any more information, please let me know.  Thanks
 
Bullet points

 Certificates are programed in CAJUN and now printing as intended

 The first set of certificates have been completed and printed

 The first furlough releases will be Monday 4/27/20

 P&P (Tadd Stout managing) will be installing electronic monitoring Monday before release

 As of now 10 will release on 4/27/2020 (may bump 11 by end of day)

 5 have been determined ineligible due to detainer or warrant that will not be recalled

 3 submitted out of state address and we are waiting on in state address

 Additional data noted on spreadsheet
 
Derek Ellis
Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections
Office of Adult Services/Prison Operations
Office: (225) 342‐6654; Fax 225‐342‐3349
Email: Derek.Ellis@LA.GOV

 COVID furlough 4.24.2020.pdfCOVID furlough 4.24.2020.pdf



Furlough Request and Supporting Information for Albert Franklin , DOC # 
745398

Francesca Buzzi   to:
jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us, 
FrancisAbbott@corrections.state.la.us, 
Loren@ldaa.org

04/24/2020 03:21 PM

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Dear Furlough Review Panel,

Please find attached a letter requesting release of Albert Franklin, DOC #745398, under the 
Governor's furlough standards, as well as information on his housing and rehabilitative plans for 
his release. 

If you need any additional information please do not hesitate to ask. 

Sincerely,

Francesca Buzzi
Staff Attorney

Orleans Public DefendersFranklin, Albert Letter for Furlough Consideration.pdfFranklin, Albert Letter for Furlough Consideration.pdf



Furlough
Yashica Smith  to: jmleblanc 04/26/2020 09:55 PM

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

 Dear Mr. Leblanc 
This letter is in reference to my husband Ernest Condall. His doc# is 00293392, who is currently housed at 
Plaquemines Parish Detention Center with the inmate number of #147608. His date of birth is January 23, 1971.  He 
is currently serving a five year term and is eligible for parole in October, which is 6 months from now. I am writing 
in hopes of him getting furloughed.  He is 49 years old and He has a preexisting condition of high blood pressure 
and with the corona virus rapid it puts him in a high risk category. The governor stated that nonviolent inmates 
would be getting furloughed, and he's a nonviolent inmate. He's also in the re-entry program and when classes are 
not in, he works as a trustee. I pray he is granted this furlough. If he is granted this furlough, he will have a 
permanent residence and will be residing with me,our godson and our toy poodles here at 2213 Argyll Street Apt. 
A. Harvey, LA 70058. It would be greatly appreciated if you could get back to me with a response. Thank you in 
advance for your time and patience. 



Fw: COVID Furlough James Robinson DOC  #736153
PETE FREMIN  to: James M. LeBlanc 04/28/2020 09:54 AM

----- Forwarded by PETE FREMIN/CORRECTIONS on 04/28/2020 09:54 AM -----

Gerri Garon 
<Gerri.Garon@la.gov> 

04/28/2020 09:50 AM

To PETE FREMIN <PFREMIN@corrections.state.la.us>, Jan 
Rodrigue <Jan.Rodrigue@LA.GOV>, Derek Ellis 
<Derek.Ellis@LA.GOV>

cc EDDIE HATTAWAY <ehattawa@corrections.state.la.us>, 
Robert Clements <rclement@corrections.state.la.us>

Subject FW: COVID Furlough James Robinson DOC #736153

Please see email below. I have spoken with Derek and they will be securing warrant for the offender 
immediately. 
 
Rip, was the offender directed to return to the State of Louisiana? 
 
From: Robert Clements [mailto:rclement@corrections.state.la.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2020 9:27 AM
To: GERRI GARON <ggaron@corrections.state.la.us>
Cc: EDDIE HATTAWAY <ehattawa@corrections.state.la.us>; Robert Gillis 
<RobertGillis@corrections.state.la.us>
Subject: COVID Furlough James Robinson DOC #736153

 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 

safe.
 

Robinson was released from David Wade last date and proceeded straight to the State of Arkansas, 
where he has remained since that time. 

Specialist Gillis made contact with him by phone this morning and the offender confirmed this to be true.

His wife initially lied to Specialist Gillis and stated he spent the night in Lake Providence at his approved 
residence plan, but then admitted he spent the night with her in Eudora, AR, after she was reminded of 
the GPS tracking device placed on Robinson. 

The offender admitted to Specialist Gillis he was advised he could not leave the State of Louisiana.

Please advise what action you want taken. The offender is reportedly is headed to Lake Providence at 
this time. 



Fw: COVID Furlough James Robinson DOC  #736153
PETE FREMIN  to: James M. LeBlanc, Natalie Laborde 04/28/2020 02:01 PM
Cc: GERRI GARON, DEREK A ELLIS, JAN RODRIGUE

we will need to arrange for a hospital sit and arrest upon discharge. Eddie get with Stephanie Webb to set 
this up asap.
----- Forwarded by PETE FREMIN/CORRECTIONS on 04/28/2020 01:59 PM -----

Eddie 
Hattaway/TLD/PNP/CORREC
TIONS
Sent by: EDDIE HATTAWAY

04/28/2020 01:50 PM

To PETE FREMIN/CORRECTIONS@CORRECTIONS

cc Gerri Garon <Gerri.Garon@la.gov>, Derek Ellis 
<Derek.Ellis@LA.GOV>, Jan Rodrigue 
<Jan.Rodrigue@LA.GOV>, Robert Clements 
<rclement@corrections.state.la.us>, Robert Gillis 
<RobertGillis@corrections.state.la.us>, COLE 
GRALAPP/ALD/PNP/CORRECTIONS@CORRECTIONS

Subject RE: FW: COVID Furlough James Robinson DOC #736153

We have been tracking. He is now in Emergency room in Lake Providence. The ambulance had to pick 
him on La 2 on his way to TLD. Hospital personnel advised he is really sick but do not know what he has.   
Eddie 

PETE FREMIN 04/28/2020 01:16:29 PMWe need to rush this before he cuts off bracelet....

From: PETE FREMIN/CORRECTIONS
To: Gerri Garon <Gerri.Garon@la.gov>
Cc: Derek Ellis <Derek.Ellis@LA.GOV>, EDDIE HATTAWAY <ehattawa@corrections.state.la.us>, Jan 

Rodrigue <Jan.Rodrigue@LA.GOV>, Robert Clements <rclement@corrections.state.la.us>, Robert 
Gillis <RobertGillis@corrections.state.la.us>

Date: 04/28/2020 01:16 PM
Subject: RE: FW: COVID Furlough James Robinson DOC #736153

We need to rush this before he cuts off bracelet. Eddie keep tracking GPS and if returns anywhere in La. 
we need to pick him up. 

Gerri Garon 
<Gerri.Garon@la.gov> 

04/28/2020 01:12 PM 

To PETE FREMIN <PFREMIN@corrections.state.la.us>, Jan Rodrigue <Jan.Rodrigue@LA.GOV>, Derek 

Ellis <Derek.Ellis@LA.GOV> 
cc EDDIE HATTAWAY <ehattawa@corrections.state.la.us>, Robert Gillis 

<RobertGillis@corrections.state.la.us>, Robert Clements <rclement@corrections.state.la.us> 
Subj

ect
RE: FW: COVID Furlough James Robinson DOC #736153

I just spoke with Rip in TLD. The subject has not reported back to their office to be taken into custody. OAS will 
need to move forward with arrest warrant. 

  
From: Robert Clements [mailto:rclement@corrections.state.la.us] 



Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2020 9:53 AM
To: Gerri Garon <Gerri.Garon@la.gov>
Cc: EDDIE HATTAWAY <ehattawa@corrections.state.la.us>; Robert Gillis <RobertGillis@corrections.state.la.us>

Subject: Re: FW: COVID Furlough James Robinson DOC #736153 
  

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

  

Yes. Both the offender and his wife stated they would be heading to Lake Providence. 
Gerri Garon ---04/28/2020 09:50:20 AM---From: Gerri Garon <Gerri.Garon@la.gov> To: PETE FREMIN <
PFREMIN@corrections.state.la.us>, Jan Rodrigue <Jan.Rodrigue@LA.GOV>, D 
Gerri Garon ---04/28/2020 09:50:20 AM---From: Gerri Garon <Gerri.Garon@la.gov> To: PETE FREMIN <
PFREMIN@corrections.state.la.us>, Jan Rodrigue <Jan.Rodrigue@LA.GOV>, D

From: Gerri Garon <Gerri.Garon@la.gov>
To: PETE FREMIN <PFREMIN@corrections.state.la.us>, Jan Rodrigue <Jan.Rodrigue@LA.GOV>, Derek Ellis <
Derek.Ellis@LA.GOV>
Cc: EDDIE HATTAWAY <ehattawa@corrections.state.la.us>, Robert Clements <rclement@corrections.state.la.us>
Date: 04/28/2020 09:50 AM

Subject: FW: COVID Furlough James Robinson DOC #736153 

Please see email below. I have spoken with Derek and they will be securing warrant for the offender immediately. 

Rip, was the offender directed to return to the State of Louisiana? 

From: Robert Clements [mailto:rclement@corrections.state.la.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2020 9:27 AM
To: GERRI GARON <ggaron@corrections.state.la.us>
Cc: EDDIE HATTAWAY <ehattawa@corrections.state.la.us>; Robert Gillis <RobertGillis@corrections.state.la.us>

Subject: COVID Furlough James Robinson DOC #736153

  

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

  

Robinson was released from David Wade last date and proceeded straight to the State of Arkansas, 
where he has remained since that time. 

Specialist Gillis made contact with him by phone this morning and the offender confirmed this to be true.

His wife initially lied to Specialist Gillis and stated he spent the night in Lake Providence at his approved 



residence plan, but then admitted he spent the night with her in Eudora, AR, after she was reminded of 
the GPS tracking device placed on Robinson. 

The offender admitted to Specialist Gillis he was advised he could not leave the State of Louisiana.

Please advise what action you want taken. The offender is reportedly is headed to Lake Providence at 
this time.   



Furlough Request and Supporting Information for Kendrick Allison , DOC # 
573003

Cynthia Amezcua  to:
jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us, 
FrancisAbbott@corrections.state.la.us, 
Loren@ldaa.org, arcurib@opso.us

05/07/2020 04:14 PM

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is 
safe.

Good afternoon all,
 
I have attached a letter of support regarding the furlough candidacy of my client, Kendrick Allison. Please 
let me know if I can provide any further information or be of assistance in any way.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
All best,
 
Cynthia
 
Cynthia Amezcua
Staff Attorney
Orleans Public Defenders
2601 Tulane Avenue, Suite 700
New Orleans, LA 70119

(504) 827 ‐ 8219 KA Furlough COVID Letter.pdfKA Furlough COVID Letter.pdf



Furlough Request for Darell Martin , DOC # 547302

Tina Peng  to:
jmleblanc@corrections.state.la.us, 
FrancisAbbott@corrections.state.la.us, 
Loren@ldaa.org, 'arcurib@opso.us'

05/08/2020 09:48 AM

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is safe.

Dear Furlough Review Panel,
 
Please find attached a letter requesting furlough for Mr. Darell Martin. Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tina Peng

  Darell Martin furlough letter.docxDarell Martin furlough letter.docx


































































































































































































































