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Overview 

In 2024, Inside the Black Hole detailed first-hand accounts of the conditions 

immigrants face in civil detention in the New Orleans U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement Field Office (NOLA ICE) area of responsibility.1 Since that report, 

conditions in Louisiana’s immigration jails have only worsened. The first 365 days of the 

Trump administration supercharged existing immigration operations in Louisiana. 

Average daily detention increased nationally from 39,009 on January 21, the day after the 

inauguration, to 61,416 as of November 10, 2025. In Louisiana, average daily detention 

increased from 6,851 people in detention on January 21 to a peak of 8,137 people on 

November 10, 2025, or approximately 13% of immigrants detained nationwide.2 

This explosion in detention can be traced to decisions and policy changes made by 

the administration. For example, the Trump administration’s targeting of graduate 

students for their speech made national headlines, and resulted in their detention in 

Louisiana.3 In July 2025, the Trump administration issued an internal policy that 

contradicts the plain language and context of the immigration statutes, congressional 

understanding, and decades of agency understanding and practice to declare that all 

individuals who entered the United States without inspection at any time are subject to 

mandatory detention.4 As the Trump administration began its mass detention program, 

 
1   Inside the Black Hole (Aug. 2024), available at  

https://www.laaclu.org/app/uploads/2024/08/inside_the_black_hole_systemic_human_rights_abus 
es_against_immigrants_detained_disappeared_in_louisiana.pdf.  

2  Data from Syracuse University’s Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse, available at  
  https://tracreports.org/immigration/tools.   

3  Michael Gold, Members of Congress Visit Graduate Students Being Held in Louisiana, N.Y. Times     
   (Apr. 22, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/22/us/politics/mahmoud-khalil-rumeysa-ozturk- 
  democrats.html. 

4  Maria Sacchetti, ICE declares millions of undocumented immigrants ineligible for bond hearings,     
Washington Post (July 15, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2025/07/14/ice- 
trump-undocumented-immigrants-bond-hearings.  
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people from around the country found themselves arrested by immigration officials and 

detained in Louisiana. These included longtime Louisiana residents5; asylum seekers 

arrested at immigration court hearings6;  and individuals arrested by chance as part of a 

collateral arrest.7  Each found themselves quickly spirited to detention in rural Louisiana.  

At the same time, other existing policies were rejected or outright ignored to 

support drastic increases in immigrant detention. Congressional oversight found that the 

Trump administration detained large numbers of pregnant women from around the 

country, placing them at severe medical risk in a complete about-face from past practice 

and ICE policy.8 Advocates noted that the government’s own directives prohibit detaining 

pregnant women, except in exceptional circumstances.9 

To increase immigration detention capacity, the Trump administration selected 

several sites in Louisiana for expansion. In September 2025, the Department of 

Homeland Security announced a new partnership with the state government to retrofit a 

formerly condemned dormitory that was colloquially called "the dungeon" for its 

inhumane and solitary confinement conditions into an immigration detention center at 

Louisiana State Penitentiary, commonly known as “Angola.”10 A former slave labor camp, 

 
5  Jack Brook, Iranian mother released from ICE detention after Republican House Majority Leader    

intervenes, Associated Press (Jul. 9, 2025), https://apnews.com/article/ice-iranian-woman-release-    
detain-louisiana-mandonna-kashanian-3d5c868bbc43f152b7e8ec54db7fe49a.  

6  Eric Feldman, Ukrainian describes detention at 26 Federal Plaza, Spectrum News New York One (Oct.  
23, 2025), https://ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2025/10/23/ukrainian-describes-detention-at-26- 
federal-plaza.  

7  Eric Flack, Trump immigration detention policy deemed 'detention roulette' by judge, WUSA (Sept. 29,  
2025), https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/politics/immigration-news/donald-trump-immigration- 
policy-collateral-arrests-ice-aclu-louisiana/65-d1a692cb-198b-42b1-b210-d30343cb476f. 

8  Senate Judiciary Committee Ranking Member Reveals Devastating Insights Into ICE Detention In  
    Exclusive Site Visit, https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/press/dem/releases/senate-judiciary- 
    committee-ranking-member-reveals-devastating-insights-into-ice-detention-in-exclusive-site-visit. 
9  Am. Civil Liberties Union, Nonprofits Urge ICE to End Detention of Pregnant People Following  

Reports of Abuse and Medical Neglect (Oct. 22, 2025) https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/nonprofits- 
urge-ice-to-end-detention-of-pregnant-people-following-reports-of-abuse-and-medical-neglect 

10 Department of Homeland Security, Louisiana Lockup: A New Partnership with DHS and the State of  
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Angola has long stood for the most deadly forms of incarceration, recently referred to as 

“Hell on Earth.”11 The detention center at Angola, formally known as Louisiana ICE 

Processing Center but colloquially referred to as “Louisiana Lockup” or “Camp 57,” 

houses approximately 180 individuals daily, with capacity to more than double that 

number. Reports from the facility immediately highlighted substandard care, with a total 

lack of medical support, failure to provide adequate hygiene or medications, and a lack of 

potable water.12 Multiple individuals in the facility went on hunger strike to protest these 

conditions.13 

Beginning on December 3, 2025, the Trump administration launched “Operation 

Catahoula Crunch,” an effort that sent 250 federal agents to raid the greater New Orleans 

area and arrest 5,000 people.14 The operation came on the heels of similar efforts in 

Charlotte, North Carolina; Chicago, Illinois; and New York, New York, with federal judges 

finding constitutional violations in some of their operations.15 Videos circulated online of 

 
Louisiana to Expand Detention Space (Sept. 3, 2025), https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/09/03/ 
louisiana-lockup-new-partnership-dhs-and-state-louisiana-expand-detention-space. 

11 Bernard Smith, Hell on Earth, Lens NOLA (July 29, 2025),  
    https://thelensnola.org/2025/07/29/hell-onearth. 
12 Francisco Esteves, 19 detainees launch hunger strike at Angola ICE facility, advocacy groups says,  

WAFB (Sept. 20, 2025), https://www.wafb.com/2025/09/20/19-detainees-launch-hunger-strike-    
angola-ice-facility.  

13 National Immigration Project, Four people detained at the Louisiana ICE Processing Center in  
Angola’s Camp J continue on a ten-day hunger strike against inhumane conditions (Sept. 26, 2025),  
available at https://nipnlg.org/news/press-releases/four-people-detained-louisiana-ice-processing-
center-angolas-camp-j-continue.  

14 Dept. of Homeland Security, DHS Launches Operation Catahoula Crunch in New Orleans Targeting  
Criminal Illegal Aliens Released From Jail and Back into American Communities (Dec. 3, 2025),  
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/12/03/dhs-launches-operation-catahoula-crunch-new-orleans-
targeting-criminal-illegal.  

15  See Mercado v. Noem, No. 25-CV-6568 (LAK), 2025 WL 2658779, at *34 (S.D.N.Y. Sept. 17, 2025) 
(finding Defendants violated the First and Fifth Amendments in its mass detention campaign in New 
York and enjoining their actions); Gonzalez v. Noem, No. 25 C 13323, 2025 WL 3170784, at *1 (N.D. Ill. 
Nov. 5, 2025) (granting Temporary Restraining Order requiring Defendants to remedy the “serious 
circumstances” inherent in the squalid, unconstitutional conditions); Chicago Headline Club v. Noem, 
No. 25 C 12173, 2025 WL 3240782, at *3 (N.D. Ill. Nov. 20, 2025) (likewise enjoining Defendants after 
finding they “have failed to follow constitutional guidelines”).  
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officers pointing rifles at roof repairmen.16 Officers raided big box stores such as Home 

Depot and Lowe’s, along with targeted sweeps of Kenner, Louisiana, a suburb of New 

Orleans with a high Latino population. Many people stopped leaving their homes as they 

feared being caught in ICE’s indiscriminate arrests.17 Churches and religious centers 

excused attendance or closed to mitigate the impacts on their parishioners.18  Community 

organizers worked daily to provide Know Your Rights trainings to members of the 

community, to ensure that as many people as possible understood the constitutional 

limits of DHS’ authority.19  

The immigrant arrest operation’s efforts were greatly assisted by Louisiana’s 

existing detention center network and existing 287(g) agreements.20 As a state, Louisiana 

has the second-highest number of immigrants detained at any moment, behind only 

Texas. It also has the Alexandria Staging Facility, housed at the Alexandria International 

Airport and the only detention center of its kind in the country. Central to the Trump 

administration’s deportation plans, the ASF is used to rapidly remove individuals to 

 
16 Whitney Miller, Roofing job halted during federal sweep in Kenner, WWL (Dec. 4, 2025),  

https://www.wwltv.com/article/news/politics/immigration-news/immigration-enforcement/roofing- 
job-halted-during-federal-sweep-in-kenner-jefferson-parish-immigration-enforcement-louisiana. 

17 Shannon Sims, Police in a Louisiana City Welcome a Federal Crackdown. Immigrants Are in Hiding,  
N.Y. Times (Dec. 3, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/03/us/kenner-louisiana-border-patrol- 
immigration.html.   

18 James Finn, New Orleans Catholics afraid during immigration sweeps can miss Mass: 'Real fear and  
anxiety', Times-Picayune (Dec. 9, 2025), https://www.nola.com/news/catholic-church-immigration-
raids/article_a1e5f34f-eff9-4968-b5d9-62a59c7fc474.html.  

19 Lucy Campbell, New Orleans braces for Trump’s immigration crackdown: ‘We have rights’, Guardian  
(Nov. 22, 2025), https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/nov/22/new-orleans-trump-
immigration-crackdown. 

20 Currently, Louisiana has 23 agencies with 287(g) agreements, including 18 task force models, 8  
warrant service officer models, and 3 jail enforcement models. See ICE, Delegation of Immigration  
Authority Section 287(g) Immigration and Nationality Act, https://www.ice.gov/identify-and- 
arrest/287g (last accessed Jan. 16, 2025); Julia Guilbeau, Dozens of Louisiana law  
enforcement agencies have agreements with ICE. See the list, Advocate (Dec. 2, 2025),  
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/ice-agreements-louisiana- 
agencies/article_838c0206-8f7d-5f29-b81e-62da7a0709cd.html. 
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countries around the world, particularly to Latin America.21 Thus, the mass arrest 

campaign in Louisiana had an existing structure to detain and, relatedly, to quickly 

remove people to either their countries of origin or to third countries.  

As the Trump administration completes its first year, immigrant detention in 

Louisiana is in a state of emergency. Conditions remain poor, and the number of people 

in immigrant detention has only worsened those conditions in light of the overcrowding.  

  

 
21 Oliver Laughland, Trump’s deportation hub: inside the ‘black hole’ where immigrants disappear,  

Guardian (Sept. 12, 2025), https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2025/sep/12/ice 
detention-alexandria-staging-facility.  



 

 7 

Background 

Inside the Black Hole, published in August 2024, was a collaboration between 

the Robert & Ethel Kennedy Human Rights Center, the American Civil Liberties Union of 

Louisiana, the American Civil Liberties Union, the National Immigration Project, and 

Immigration Services and Legal Advocacy, among others. It reported on abuses and 

conditions in immigrant detention in the New Orleans ICE Field Office Area of 

Responsibility (NOLA ICE).22 The report was based on over 6,000 interviews conducted 

over the course of two years. In harrowing detail, the report documented routine 

violations of standards of care and federal, state, and international law.  

Consistently, individuals in detention reported denials of language access, such as 

interpretation and translation services, leaving them unable to access essential medical 

care and legal materials. Physical conditions deprived them of other necessities, such as 

minimally-nutritious food and potable drinking water, sanitary conditions of 

confinement, basic hygiene supplies, and access to sunlight and outdoor recreation. The 

report also found that individuals in immigration detention experienced physical abuse, 

sexual abuse, torturous solitary confinement, humiliating and degrading speech, and 

retaliation against and suppression of speech and religious worship protected by the First 

Amendment. Medical care was sorely lacking, with denials of care reported for emergent, 

chronic, and urgent health conditions; denial of the right to informed consent to 

treatment; disruption of ongoing care due to sudden transfers in custody; denial of dental 

care; denial of reproductive health care; mental health neglect; medical neglect of people 

with disabilities; and fatal deficiencies in medical care. 

 
22 See supra, note 1.  
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In December 2024, the ACLU of Louisiana filed two complaints with the 

Department of Homeland Security’s office of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (CRCL), 

detailing human rights violations at the South ICE Processing Center (or SLIPC, in 

Basile, LA) and Winn Correctional Center (Winnfield, LA). The Trump 

administration drastically reduced the CRCL office in 2025.23  

As noted in the SLIPC complaint, women detained at SLIPC reported poor 

conditions, with one woman noting: “I will give you an example that will show how things 

are: a couple of girls from the dorm started crying from happiness when we were given 

one banana that was not ripe.” Medical care at SLIPC was also reportedly deficient, 

particularly gynecological care. Doctors reportedly told one detained individual who 

sought care after an unexpected stop in menstruation to “relax” and “not stress” without 

providing any additional medical evaluation or treatment. Reportedly, communicable 

diseases spread easily at the facility, including COVID-19 and tuberculosis, due to 

crowding and lack of precautions. One woman reported that she knew of multiple people 

who were in “terrible condition” at the hospital after contracting tuberculosis at Basile, 

adding that “no one is telling the truth about it.” One non-English speaker described 

feeling like she was being treated like a dog, forced to respond to commands in English 

like “Hey!” 

People detained at Winn Correctional Center described denials of religious 

accommodations, insufficient language access, and insufficient access to legal resources 

essential to preparing their cases. They reported that Winn was forcing individuals in 

detention to pay for halal meals (but not for other religious accommodation meals), 

 
23 Ximena Bustillo, Civil rights jobs have been cut. Those ex-workers warn of ICE detention violations,  

NPR (Oct. 6, 2025), https://www.npr.org/2025/10/06/g-s1-91947/trump-ice-detention-civil-rights.  



 

 9 

formalized in a policy memorandum entitled “Religious Diets” and dated March 12, 2024. 

They reported widespread language access issues, including lack of translation and 

interpretation support, leaving individuals unable to speak with officials. Guards 

reportedly did not respond to individuals, even when they were seeking help or safety. 

Access to legal resources, including the facility’s law library, was limited, directly 

impacting individuals’ ability to participate in their proceedings.  
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One Year Later  

Since the publication of our report and our complaints to CRCL in 2024, as 

Louisiana made headlines for its detention network, conditions across the region remain 

substandard.    

Louisiana was the site of detention for the Trump administration’s targeting of 

several student immigrants, including Mahmoud Khalil (detained at Central Louisiana 

ICE Processing Center in Jena, LA)24 and Rumeysa Ozturk (detained at SLIPC).25 

Concerns about the Trump administration’s targeting and mass detention campaign led 

members of Congress to visit both facilities and the Alexandria Staging Facility (ASF), 

accompanied by the ACLU and the ACLU of Louisiana.26  

Meanwhile, the use of 287(g) agreements with state and local law enforcement 

expanded.27 An additional immigration detention center opened at the Louisiana State 

Penitentiary, the maximum-security prison known as Angola. Overall, average daily 

detention increased statewide, from 6,851 people in detention on January 21 to a peak of 

8,137 people on November 10, 2025, or approximately 13% of immigrants detained 

nationwide.28 

 
24 Kat Stromquist, Mahmoud Khalil lays out his case for freedom in a Louisiana immigration court,  

WWNO (MAy 23, 2025), https://www.wwno.org/immigration/2025-05-23/mahmoud-khalil-lays-out- 
his-case-for-freedom-in-a-louisiana-immigration-court.  

25 Rumeysa Ozturk,  “Even God Cannot Hear Us Here”: What I Witnessed Inside an ICE Women’s Prison,  
Vanity Fair (Jul. 17, 2025), https://www.vanityfair.com/news/story/rumeysa-ozturk-what-i-witnessed 
inside-an-ice-womens prison.  

26 Bobbi-Jean Misick, Congress members visit detained Columbia, Tufts students in Louisiana ICE  
   lockups, La. Illuminator (Apr. 22, 2025), https://lailluminator.com/2025/04/22/louisiana-ice-2.  

27 Julia Guilbeau, Dozens of Louisiana law enforcement agencies have agreements with ICE. See the list,  
Advocate (Dec. 2, 2025), https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/ice-agreements-louisiana-
agencies/article_838c0206-8f7d-5f29-b81e-62da7a0709cd.html. 

28 Data from Syracuse University’s Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse, available at  
  https://tracreports.org/immigration/tools.   
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ICE Opens a Detention Center at Louisiana 

State Penitentiary   

 The Louisiana State Penitentiary is the largest maximum-security prison in the 

United States, and was recently described as “Hell on Earth.”29 Prior to the Civil War, it 

was a slave labor farm known as the Angola Plantation. After Reconstruction, it became a 

prison labor camp and has been operated by the state of Louisiana since 1901. It is 

synonymous with harsh prison conditions, likened to “as probably as close to slavery as 

any person could come in 1930.”30 It has been called “the worst prison in America” with 

conditions described by the American Bar Association in 1971 as "medieval, squalid and 

horrifying.”31  A federal judge found that the facility had been “deliberately indifferent to 

[] inmates’ serious medical needs in the means and manner of the delivery of health care, 

in violation of the Eighth Amendment to the United States Constitution,” in 2021.32 In 

2023, a federal court ordered the removal of juveniles who had been housed on the 

grounds because of rampant abuses perpetrated against the young people incarcerated 

there.33 One portion of the prison – known as Camp J - had been shuttered due to its 

inhumane conditions.34  

 
29 Bernard Smith, Hell on Earth, Lens NOLA (Jul. 29, 2025), https://thelensnola.org/2025/07/29/hell- 
     onearth.  
30 Rowan Moore, Albert Woodfox: ‘I choose to use my anger as a means for changing things,’  
    Guardian (Oct. 23, 2016), https://www.theguardian.com/news/2016/oct/23/albert-woodfox- 
    interview-released-angola-three-louisiana-state-penitentiary. 
31 Linda Ashton, Louisiana Inmates Blame Unrest on Governor: Roemer’s Stinginess With Clemency Has  
    Created ‘Time Bomb,’ Lifers Claim, L.A. Times (Jul. 23, 1989), https://www.latimes.com/archives/la- 
    xpm-1989-07-23mn-234-story.html. 
32 Lewis v. Cain, No. 3:15-CV-318, 2021 WL 1219988, at *1 (M.D. La. March 31, 2021). 
33 See James Finn, Federal judge orders Louisiana Office of Juvenile Justice to remove youth from  

Angola unit, Advocate (Sept. 8, 2023),  
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/courts/louisiana-federal-judge-orders-youth- 
removed-from-angola/article_ade42ccd-9f59-5178-ab80-77807793bf36.html. 

34 Grace Toohey, Angola closes its notorious Camp J, 'a microcosm of a lot of things that are wrong',  
Times Picayune (May 13, 2018), https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/crime_police/  
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 In late July 2025, Governor Jeff Landry announced a state of emergency in order 

to quickly reopen Camp J as “Camp 57,” named after Landry (the state’s 57th governor) 

and also dubbed “Louisiana Lockup,” and dedicate it to immigrant detention.35 The 

Department of Homeland Security announced that the facility would be used to hold “the 

worst of the worst.36” It later named the facility the Louisiana ICE Processing Center 

(“LIPC”), operated by Lasalle Corrections.  

 After its opening, the ACLU of Louisiana visited the facility in September and 

October 2025, and reports from LIPC demonstrate a disregard for the standards that 

immigrant detention centers must abide by. Individuals detained at Angola reported 

severely delayed or non-existent medical care. Several reported that medical staff 

informed them that they simply did not have the systems in place to secure the medication 

or medical treatment that they requested. Others reported that the physical structure of 

the place made it inhumane; there was no recreational space dedicated for people 

detained there, meaning that people in detention were forced to spend time either in their 

dormitory or on a narrow path wrapping around the building. Water at the facility 

contained metal shavings, which meant that the only potable water available to them was 

limited amounts of bottled water.  

One individual detained at LIPC said, although he had been detained at several 

immigration detention facilities during the pendency of his case, “[LIPC] was the worst.”37 

 
angola-closes-its-notorious-camp-j-a-microcosm-of-a-lot-of-things-that-are/article_b39f1e82-4d84- 
11e8-bbc2-1ff70a3227e7.html. 

35 Meghann Friedmann, Gov. Jeff Landry, Trump officials unveil 'Louisiana Lockup,' an ICE detention  
    center at Angola, Times-Picayune (Sept. 3, 2025), https://www.nola.com/news/jeff-landry-trump-              
    officials-unveil-new-ice-center-at-angola/article_a017650c-ea80-4800-96dc-c715539c9902.html.  
36 Gray Louisiana, Landry Posts New Louisiana Lockup Video at Angola Prison, KNOE News 8 (Sept. 29,  

2025), https://www.knoe.com/2025/09/29/landry-posts-louisiana-lockup-video-angola-prison.  
37 Interview, October 2025, Louisiana ICE Processing Center.  
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Widespread Human Rights Violations in ICE 
Detention 
 

In 2025, the ACLU of Louisiana and partner organizations visited each of the 

detention centers within the NOLA ICE area of responsibility, meeting with over 2,000 

people in both group and individual interviews. These interviews were primarily 

conducted in English, with interpretation as appropriate. Immigrants detained in 

Louisiana reported widespread issues, from basic living standards to pregnancy care. 

These ranged from inadequate food provision, inhumane treatment, and unsanitary and 

dangerous living conditions. 

The following are reports from interviews with immigrants in detention, shared 

with their consent:  

● Individuals reported that facilities were unsanitary and unsafe. For example, 

individuals reported that there were mice throughout their facility, with garbage 

on the floors. Toilet issues caused urine and feces to flood onto the floor and pool 

in the corner of cells.38 At another facility, individuals described their experience 

as “like living in a public bathroom.”39  

● Individuals reported mold and rust in their dorms, raising concerns about the basic 

habitability of the facilities. Individuals further reported that their dorms were 

infested with insects. 40  

 
38 Interview, October 2025, Louisiana ICE Processing Center.  
39 Interview, May 2025, River Correctional Center.  
40 Interview, May 2025, River Correctional Center.  
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● Individuals reported that their issued clothing was not laundered frequently and 

that they were provided only one shirt, one pair of socks, and one pair of underwear 

for undergarments. 41 

● Individuals reported that, even after stating they wished to voluntarily return to 

their home countries, they were forced to continue waiting in ICE custody in 

conditions that put their health at risk, including their pregnancies.42  

● Individuals reported that the water in their dorms was not potable, noting that 

metal shavings were present in the water, and that the water had a petroleum-like 

smell. Nevertheless, individuals reported seeing staff collecting that water in 

cisterns and other containers for consumption.43 

● Visitation by loved ones is challenging at the facilities, some of which are “no 

contact.” For example, by virtue of its location on a state prison, despite it being a 

civil detention center, no family visitation was permitted at Angola. 44 

● Individuals reported that due to a lack of access to legal resources required by ICE’s 

own standards, they were unable to prepare legal defenses and research the status 

of their cases prior to their immigration court hearings.45  

● Individuals reported that the meals provided in detention were small and meagerly 

portioned. They reported that they did not receive coffee, and that they had not 

received any fresh fruit while in detention.46 

 
41 Interview, October 2025, Louisiana ICE Processing Center.  
42 Interview, September 2025, Richwood Correctional Center.  
43 Interview, October 2025, Louisiana ICE Processing Center.  
44 Interview, October 2025, Louisiana ICE Processing Center.  
45 Interview, August 2025, Jackson Correctional Center.  
46 Interview, August 2025, Jackson Correctional Center.  
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● Individuals described their conditions as “living like animals.”47 They reported that 

food sits out for hours and is served unpredictably. When asked by immigrants for 

specific mealtimes, the staff are reportedly nonresponsive. 48 Because there are no 

chairs or tables available to them in their dormitories, people in detention reported 

that everyone is forced to sit on the floor. 49  

● Several individuals reported that they do not receive sufficient opportunities to go 

outside for recreation.  They reported that the daily opportunities to go outside are 

often cancelled, and periods of up to two weeks can go by without the opportunity 

to go outside.  Some also reported that they are usually only allowed to go outside 

at 7:00 AM. Others reported that they only get 1 hour outdoors per day, six days a 

week, which was anecdotally noted to have been different than individuals’ 

experiences in other detention centers.50 

● At another facility, individuals indicated that recreation was nonexistent, with no 

access to books and the only outdoor area available being an L-shaped area 

immediately outside their building. 51  

● Individuals reported that they were given a very small amount of soap and 

shampoo (one small soap, one small shampoo) to last two to three weeks. 52 

 
47 Interview, October 2025, Louisiana ICE Processing Center.  
48 Interview, October 2025, Louisiana ICE Processing Center.  
49 Interview, October 2025, Louisiana ICE Processing Center.  
50 Interview, August 2025, Jackson Correctional Center.  
51 Interview, October 2025, Louisiana ICE Processing Center.  
52 Interview, October 2025, Louisiana ICE Processing Center.  
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Medical Support in ICE Detention 

 In 2025, individuals detained within the NOLA ICE area of responsibility also 

reported multiple medical support issues that resulted in substandard medical care. 

These reports included:  

● Individuals reported that medical support in detention was minimal, with long 

wait times for treatment and repeated rescheduling.53 

● Individuals reported that functionally, medical care in detention was limited to 

over-the-counter pain relievers.54  Individuals further reported that they could not 

receive appropriate medication even when requested, receiving only aspirin.55   

● Individuals detained in Louisiana reported that they did not receive evaluation or 

treatment for sinus issues, despite requests submitted over the course of three 

months.56  

● One individual reported that no dietary accommodations were provided for his 

diabetes while he was detained.57  

Pregnancy Care in ICE Detention 

In April 2025, individuals contacted Kennedy Human Rights Center to notify them 

of numerous pregnant people detained at South Louisiana ICE Processing Center 

(SLIPC). That same month, a congressional delegation led by Representatives Bennie 

Thompson and Troy Carter visited the Central Louisiana ICE Processing Center (CLIPC) 

 
53 Interview, August 2025, Jackson Correctional Center. 
54 Interview, May 2025, River Correctional Center.  
55 Interview, August 2025, Jackson Correctional Center. 
56 Interview, December 2025, Winn Correctional Center. 
57 Interview, October 2025, Louisiana ICE Processing Center.  
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and SLIPC, accompanied by teams from the ACLU and the ACLU of Louisiana.58 During 

the course of that visit, pregnant women detained at SLIPC spoke with members of 

Congress describing the terrible conditions they endured.  Thus began deeper 

investigations, by congressional leaders and by immigrant rights advocates, into the 

conditions that pregnant people face in Louisiana detention centers.  

The results were heartbreaking.59 In partnership with other organizations, the 

ACLU found that people detained in ICE detention described a pattern of cruelty and 

medical neglect toward pregnant people in ICE custody, in direct violation of agency 

prohibitions on detaining and restraining pregnant individuals. These included poor 

treatment for women experiencing miscarriages, invasive examinations, a lack of 

appropriate prenatal medications, and hospitalization in shackles.60  

Congressional investigations yielded similar results. On May 19, 2025, Senator 

Dick Durbin released a report detailing abuses in the New Orleans ICE Field Office’s area 

of responsibility, including at SLIPC.61 People detained at the facility expressed serious 

concern for pregnant women, and pregnant women told Committee staff they could not 

access adequate care. That report found that individuals suffering from serious medical 

conditions struggled to receive adequate care. As Senator Durbin described it, “cruelty 

and neglect are core to Trump’s detention and deportation agenda and were present in 

 
58 Mark Ballard, Rep. Troy Carter visited Mahmoud Khalil, other ICE detainees in Louisiana. Here's what  

he said, Times-Picayune (Apr. 23, 2025), https://www.nola.com/news/politics/troy-carter-leads- 
congressional-delegation-on-louisiana-ice/article_ccb5b58a-43fe-4b00-89d0-4ede19d419ba.html. 

59 Am. Civil Liberties Union, Pregnant and Postpartum Women Face Neglect and Abuse in ICE Detention  
(Oct. 27, 2025), https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/pregnant-and-postpartum-women- 
face-neglect-and-abuse-in-ice-detention.  

60 Id. 
61 Dick Durbin,What Is It Really Like To Be In ICE Detention? Exclusive Insights From Two Louisiana  

Immigration Detention Facilities (May 19, 2025), available at 
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/SENATE%20JUDICIARY%20COMMITTEE%20RA
NKING%20MEMBER%20REVEALS%20DEVASTATING%20INSIGHTS%20INTO%20ICE%20DETEN
TION%20IN%20EXCLUSIVE%20SITE%20VISIT.pdf. 
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treatment by facility staff.”62 On July 30, 2025, Senator John Ossoff released a report on 

the detention of pregnant women in other states, likewise finding repeated abuses of 

women and children.63   

 
62 Id.  
63 Jon Ossoff, THE ABUSE OF PREGNANT WOMEN & CHILDREN IN U.S. IMMIGRATION DETENTION 

(Jul. 30, 2025), available at  
https://www.ossoff.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/250721_Pregnancy_Report_v7.pdf. 
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Call to Action 

 With the anticipated expansion of immigrant detention in Louisiana – with plans 

to double its current detained population, using facilities in and around the Baton Rouge 

area64 - it is more urgent than ever to demand accountability for the inhumane treatment 

of immigrants in ICE detention. Moreover, millions of Americans are investing in 

immigrant detention without evening knowing it.65 What is happening in Louisiana 

impacts all Americans. The individuals held here come from nearly every state and are 

often moved here intentionally away from their communities, loved ones, and attorneys.  

There is no excuse for a multi-billion dollar industry’s failure to comply with ICE’s own 

policies.  

Contact your U.S. Representative/Senator and demand that Congress 

immediately investigate the widespread human rights abuses occurring in immigrant 

detention in Louisiana.   

Sample Call Script 

Hello, my name is ____ and I’m calling from ______ [within the legislator’s 

district].  

I want Representative/Senator ___ to know that I strongly oppose the Trump 

Administration’s policies on mandatory detention. The conditions in these facilities are 

 
64 Douglas MacMillan and Jonathan O’Connell, ICE documents reveal plan to hold 80,000 immigrants in  

warehouses, Washington Post (Dec. 24, 2025),  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/12/24/ice-immigrants-detention-warehouses-
deportation-trump.  

65 Arshi Qureshi, Your Retirement Account Could Be Contributing to Over $1 Billion Invested in ICE  
Detention, Breakthrough (Jan. 14, 2026), https://breakthroughnews.org/your-retirement-account-
could-be-contributing-to-over-1-billion-invested-in-ice-detention.  
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inhumane and illegal. I do not think our government should be funding for-profit 

detention facilities when that money is needed elsewhere in our communities, such as for 

[name something that matters to you for funding – e.g., roads, small businesses, 

education, healthcare, etc.].  

I call on Representative/Senator ___ to use his/her congressional oversight to 

visit and investigate the widespread human rights abuses in immigration detention. I 

believe they should also use their congressional authority to call hearings and subpoena 

DHS officials, company management, and facilities wardens to answer for what is 

happening right now. No one in civil detention should be subject to these conditions and 

treatment - we have laws and oversight already to prevent this from happening in our 

prisons and jails.  

I do not want this to be happening in my name and Representative/Senator ___ 

must take action. Thank you.  

 

To find your Representative or Senator, you can use the following website: 

https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member 

 

https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member

